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session, and the consideration of the above bill, 
grantin lands to Indiana to aid in the completion of 
the Wabash and Erie canal. 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. Ray- 
NER; which, in its modified form, provided, ‘‘in or- 
der to place all the States on a footing of — 
for the grant of 500,000 acres of land to each of the 
remaining States. 

The committee were dividing on this amendment, 
when, the one minute having expired, they rose, and 
reported the bill to the House. 

Mr. RAYNER obtained the floor, and renewed 
his amendment offered in committee. 

Mr. HARALSON moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to make one of the conditions of the 
erant proposed, that the said companies should be 
bound, during time of war, to transport all muni- 
tions of war and supplies of the army free of charge 
to the United States. 

Mr. RAYNER moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the main question was or- 
dered. 


Mr. HARALSON, finding that it was rendered 
unnecessary by a clause of the bill, withdrew his 
amendment. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
RAYNER, 

The yeas and nays were asked, and ordered; and 
being taken, resulted—yeas 46, nays 85. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

The hour of 3 having arrived, the House took a 
recess to half past 4 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


At half-past 4 p. m. the House was called to order 
by the Speaker, and it being ascertained that there 
was not a quorum present, 

On motion by Mr. DICKEY, a call of the House 
was ordered, and the roll being called through, it 
appeared that 134 members had answered to their 
names. 

Further proceedings under the call were dispensed 
with; and 

The previous question having been moved and 
seconded, and the main question ordered on the 
pending bill, viz:—the bill granting a certain quan- 
tity of land to the State of Indiana, to aid such State 
in the completion of the Wabash and Erie canal. 

The main question was put on the passage of the 
bill, and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 82, 


nays 55. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON obtained permission to 
report a Senate bill back from the Committee of In- 
dian Affairs; and it was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported back the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, with a recommendation that certain 
of the Senate’s amendments be concurred in, and 
others non-concurred in. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the House then 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and took up the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, with the view of disposing 
of the amendments from the Senate, (Mr. Saunpers 
in the chair.) 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, such amend- 
ments as the Committee of Ways and Means rec- 
ommended the Committee of the Whole to concur 
in, were concurred in, except such as were objected 
to as they were read. 

The first amendment of the Senate, in which the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommended a 
non-concurrence, was that which increased the ap- 
propriation for the kooks supplied to members of 
a under resolution of the House, from 
$69,943 to $87,755. The effect of the Senate’s 
amendment was to restore the appropriation to what 
it was originally, when the bill was in the House, 
before it was reduced on the recommendation of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. The Committee of the Whole non-con- 
curred in the Senate’s amendment. 

The next amendment was the one made in the 
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item which was introduced by Mr. Owen, as an 
amendment of Mr. Prarr’s proposition for the erec- 
tion of new buildings for the War and Navy De- 
partments. It was concurred in. 

The amendment of the Senate being under con- 
sideration to reduce the grade of the mission to 
Austria, from that of minister to chargé de affaires, 
and to reduce that to China from minister pleni 
tentiary to that of commissioner, for whom $5,000 
is appropriated— 

Mr. HOLMES made some remarks, partly in 
reply to a speechof Mr. C. Incrrsoxt,a few days 


since, 

Mr. HAMMETT opposed the reduction of the 
mission to China, and hoped the House would not 
recede from the appropriation of the House, inserted 
on notion of Mr. Apams by the House, for min- 
ister plenipotentiary to this country. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the committee rise, 
but yielded to 

Mr. DARRAGH, who was proceeding to speak 
an the subject of Mexican indemnities, when he was 
called to order by Mr. C. J. Incersout. 

Some conversation and much confusion took 
place on the point of order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was not in order to 
discuss any portion of the bill, except that under 
consideration. 

— DARRAGH appealed from that decision; 
an 

On taking the question on the appeal, the decision 
of the Chair was overruled. 

Mr. DARRAGH then continued his remarks in 
relation to the Mexican indemnity. 


Mr. PATERSON obtained the floor, and said 
that the only bill upon which he cared to take up 
much of the time of the committee had been taken 
out of debate by a resolution of the House in two 
hours after it was firsttaken up. He regretted that 
so important a bill as that of postage reform should 
be hurried through the committee so hastily. He 
regarded it as the most important measure of this 
Congress, in the benefits it is deatined to bestow up- 
on the country. As it passed, as a revenue measure, 
which he found it would not prove, it was to be re- 
gretted that more time was not given to debate it, 
— bearings might be more thoroughly under- 


stood. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL called Mr. P. to order 
for debating a subject foreign to the one under con- 
sideration. 

The CHAIR decided it was out of order to debate 
any other subject than that before the House. 

r. PATERSON contended that a portion of the 
Senate’s amendments referred to mail routes and to 
the regulation of the mails, and he was permitted 
to po on, and spoke of the unpopularity of the post 
office department with the people, rendering it im- 
possible to protect its revenues from being infringed 
upon, and said that the only way to restore it to the 
favorable consideration of the country was to take 
from it the appearance of being administered to op- 
press rather than benefit the people, while it remain- 
eda ——— re He referred to the few 
and slight changes which had been made in the 
rate of postage since the department was first estab- 
lished, and to the burden which the franking privi- 
lege imposed upon correspondence, stating the 
amount of free mail matter as being more than nine- 
tenths of every thing a throngh the mail, 
in weight, and was p ing to give a history of 
the falling off of its revenue, which was brought 
about by the same state of things as destroyed the 
revenue of the British post office, previous to the re- 
form in that country, when he was again called 
to order, and the Chair decided he was out of 
order, from which he took an appeal, and the 
House overruled the decision of the Chair, and 
he was permitted to go on. He said he did not 
intend to travel out out of the record; if he was out of 
order, other members had been more so upon al- 
most every bill that had discussed—instances of 
which had been presented within the last two days, 
by the honorable and distinguished member from 

orth Carolina, [Mr. Raywer,} and his colleague 
[Mr. Morpuy,] both of whose speeches had but lit- 
tle reference to the subjeet under debate. He was 
aware of the anxiety of the House to get on with 


business; and he would say to his friends who were 


anxions that he should proceed, that he would not 
intrude up the courtesy of the House, to the mem- 
bers of which he was under obligations for permit- 
ting him to proceed against the decision of the Chair. 
He had never taken up the time of the House in 
making Buncombe speeches; he only wanted to 
show, by contrasting this act with that of Great Bri- 
tain, that itwould not prove a revenue measure; 
which he proceeded to do. 

It was a measure that he and his constituents felt 
a deep interest in, and as it had been adopted upon 
the ground that the department was to create its own 
revenues, which he feared it would not do, and 
which would cause those opposed to reform to come 
back here and claim that the falling off was in conse- 
quence of too great a reduction in the rates of post- 
age; instead of which the reduction was not suffi- 
ciently great to restore the whole correspondence of 
the country to the mails, and at the same time in- 
duce such an increase as would maintain the reve- 
nue. He would have proposed a three cent rate for 
fifty miles, and a five cent rate for five hundred 
miles, over that ten eents; but was prevented from 
offering an amendment to that effect, fearing that 
any amendment to the bill would endanger its loss 
in the Senate. It would be with the view of main- 
taining the revenue only, that he would propose 
those rates; discarding revenue, he would much pre- 
fer a uniform low postage for all distances. If the 
department should become a permanent tax upon 


the treasury, it would have no terrors for him. Du- 
ties collected upon imported goods were added to the 
cost of the goods, and paid by the consumer. He 
argued that the business correspondence of the coun- 
try was charged upon articles of trade, and paid the 
consumer; hence the poorer classes paid the great 
proportion of the business postage as directly as if 
it was paid from duties collected upon goods. At 


the same time they were debarred the benefit of a 
cheap postage. He was proceeding to show the 
evils of high postage in England, and the blessings 
of a cheap postage there as well as here, upon our 
social and political relations, when the term «allotted 
to him expired. 

Mr. McKAY then made some remarks in reply to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, |Mr. Darracu,]} 
in relation to the two supnll natabeonsita of the Mexi- 
can indemnity, denying that the money had been 
received by our government. He also supported 
the amendment of the Senate reducing the mission 
to Austria to a chargé. He concluded by moving 
that the committee rise, with the view of offering a 
resolution in the House to terminate the debate. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS COMPLETE. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States by the hands of John a €sq., 
his private secretary, announcing that the President 
had approved and signed certain bills. He also an- 
nounced that the President had approved and sign: 
ed certain joint resolutions for annexing Texas to 
this Union. 

[As sosn as the announcement was made, aloud 
burst of oo pealed through the House, which 
were with difficulty suppressed. | 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee having resumed the appropria- 
tion bill, the motion to rise was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported progress 
on the civil and diplomatic bill. 

Mr. McKAY submitted a resolution to terminate 
debate in five minutes on that bill when the House 
shall again go into committee thereon; and on that 
he moved the previous question; which was sus- 
tained by the House, and the resolution was agreed 
to. 

The House again resolved itself into committee 
on the civil aad diplomatic appropriation bill, (Mr. 
Saunpers in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the amendment on which the committee was 
engaged when it last roge. 

Mr. HOLMES and Mr. HOUSTON made some 
remarks; the latter gentleman more particularly on 
the subject of the Mexican indemnities. 

The committee then concurred in the amendment 
- cm Senate by which the Austrian mission was re~ 

uced. 
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Several minor amendments, rendered necessary by 
that just adopted, were agreed to. 

The amendment to reduce the grade of minister to 
China from minister plenipotentiary to commission- 
er, and to reduce the appropriation, from $9,000 out- 
fit and $9,000 salary to $5,000 for the commissioner, 
was non-concurred in. 7 

All the amendments have been oo through in 
which the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended concurrence, at the suggestion of Mr. McKay 
the remainder were read, so that the question might 
be taken on them at once, unless exceptions were 
taken. 

The remainder of the amendments of the Senate 
were accordingly non-concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, the committee rose 
and reported its action to the House. 

Mr. RATHBUN stated there were 65 amend- 
ments to this bill, the yeas and nayson which would 
take till the 4th March. He hoped the House would 
see fit to be cautious how they ordered them. 

He moved the previous question, which was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered. 

The amendments in which the Committee of the 
Whole on the state on the Union recommended con- 
currence with the Senate were first read over, and 
those were selected for separate action to which ex- 
ceptions were taken. Those which were not except- 
ed to, were concurred in. 

The amendments to which no exception was 
taken having been gone through with, 

The amendments that were excepted and laid 
aside, were taken up, and 

The question was first put on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole in their disagreement to the 
amendment of the Senate, for enlarging the law libra- 
ry, and compensation to John Skirving for flues for 
warming and ventilating the building, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

‘The next question was on agreeing with the com- 
mittee in its disagreement to the amendment of the 
Senate appropriating $38,000 for paving and repair- 
ing Pennsylvania avenue, the road to the congres- 
sional burying-ground, &c. The disagreement was 
agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
$15,000 for laying the foundation and commencing 
the superstructure of the west wing of the Patent 
Office. ‘The disagreement of the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union was agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
$4,000 for the purchase of 500 copies of Gordon’s 
Digest of the Revenue Laws. The disagreement of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was agreed in. 

The next amendment was an appropriation of 
$1,000 for the erection of a monument over the re- 
mains of General Alexander Macomb, under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered, and resulted thus: yeas 69, 
nays 65. 

So the amendment of the Senate was disagreed to. 

Mr. ARRINGTON moved a reconsideration of 
that vote; which was negatived. 

‘The next was an appropriation for completing 
the publication of the work on the exploring expe- 
dition - 

The disagreement of the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to. 

The House also agreed to the disagreement of the 
committee to the amendment respecting the China 
mission. 

The House also agreed to the disagreement of 
the committee in the amendment of the Senate 
which makes appropriations for the district judges 
of Missouri and Arkansas. 

The House likewise agreed with the disagreement 
of the committee in the Senate’s amendment appro- 
priaung $1,573 60, the amount of mileage and at- 
tendance of Mr. John M. Betts in contesting the 
seat of Mr. John W. Jones, at the Ist session of the 
28th Congress. 

The next amendment was that in relation to the 
instalments of the Mexican indemnities, for which 
the Senate had appropriated $275,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 

Mr. H. called for the reading of the amendment; 
which, he said, was not understood by many gen- 
tlemen. The question being put, the cn refused 
the rereading of the amendment. 

The question on the amendment was again taken 
by tellers, and the vote stood, ayes 57, noes 57— 
a Ue. 
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The Speaker voted in the affirmative, making ayes 
58, noes 57 

So the House concurred with the committee in 
their disagreement with the Senate—thus rejecting 
the amendment. 

In the disagreement of the committee with the 
amendment of the Senate making it the duty of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the amount of 
postage chargeable to the executive departments or 
any bureau thereof, under the act in reference to 
postage just passed— 

The question being taken, the House concurred. 

On the amendment requiring that proposals for 
contracts of the departments shall be advertised in 
Washington in two newspapers having the largest 
circulation, and at the discretion of the executive in 
any third paper, provided no higher rates shall be 
paid than are paid by private individuals— 

Mr. DICKEY called the yeas and nays; which 
were re‘used. 

The question being taken, the House agreed with 
the committee in their disagreement with this amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

The House concurred with the committee in their 
disagreement with the remaining amendments of the 
Senate. 

Mr. TUCKER moved to reconsider the vote on 
the amendment in relation to Mexican indemnities; 
but, after some conversation, withdrew the motion. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union—Mr. Boyp in the chair. 


Mr. PARMENTER moved to take up the wid- 
ows’ navy pension bill. 

Mr. McKAY moved to take up the amendments 
of the Senate to the fortification bill, and he claimed 
that his motion was first in order under the rule. 


The question was first taken on the motion of Mr. 
McKAY, and it was agreed to. 

The bill making appropriations for the fortifica- 
tions for the year accordingly came up; the first 
amendment of the Senate being that appropriating 
$40,000 for the sea-wall on Brewster’s island, Bos- 
ton harbor. 

Mr. McK AY said a few words against this amend- 
ment, stating that it was provided for in the river 
and harbor Ei that had passed the House, and was 
not in its proper place in this bill. 

Mr. PARMENTER briefly and cogently urged 
the importance of the appropriation. 

Mr. McCLELLAND made some remarks in op- 
position to the amendment; after which, 

The question was taken, and it was rejected. 

The remaining amendments were concurred in. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the committee pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the Senate’s amend- 
ments to the military academy bill. 

The first question was on concurring in the amend- 
ment providing for the compensation of a board of 
visiters to attend the annual examination of the 
academy. 

Mr. HARALSON made some explanations in 
regard to the condition of the academy, and for the 
purpose of showing the expediency of the appro- 
priation. 

The question was then put and decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 69, noes 58. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved to take up Senate 
bill No. 40, entitled ‘‘An act renewing certain naval 
pensions.” 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the committee 
rise and reports the amendments: rejected. 

The question was put on Mr. Parmenrer’s mo- 
tion, and carried; and the navy widows’ pension bill 
was read; and after consideration, 

On motion by Mr. BURKE, it was laid aside to 
be reported; and the joint resolution authorizing the 
attorney general to contract for a certain number of 
copies of a proposed edition of the laws and treaties 
of the United States was taken up. This bill having 
been read and considered, : 

On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the resolution 
was laid aside to be reported, and 

Mr. HARALSON then moved that the committee 
take up bill No. 509, making appropriations for cer- 
tain defensive works of the United States for the 
fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846. 

The motion was not agreed to; but another mo- 
tion was made and agreed to, to rise and report the 
bills acted upon in Committee of the Whole to the 
House. - 

The committee rose and reported accordingly. 

The first bill taken up in the House from amongst 
those reported by the committee, was the fortifica- 
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tion bill; and all the amendments of the committee 
were concurred in. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved a reconsideration, for 
the purpose of getting the opportunity to make 
some remarks in relation to a sea wall at Boston— 
one of the objects of which had been contemplated by 
an amendment to the bill. He concluded by moving 
the previous question. 


IOWA AND FLORIDA. 


A message was received from the Senate by As. 
bury Dickins, esq., its secretary, announcing that 
the Senate had passed the bill for the admission of 
Florida and lowa into the Union. 

Cries of “Good! that makes 29 stars.” 

veral other bills were also reported; amongst 
which was the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, on their amendments to which the Senate insist. 
ed. The House also agreed to insist; and a com- 
mittee of conference was appointed—-Messrs. McK ay, 
G. Davis, and Dromeoore, being the committee oy, 
the part of the House. 

he question was then put on Mr. Winturop’s 
motion. The previous question was sustained by 
the House; and the motion to reconsider was nega- 
tived. 

The next was the military academy bill; and the 
question was on agreeing with the committee in re- 
lation to the Senate’s amendment. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. STEEN ROD moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the Sen. 
ate’s amendments, was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the negative—yeas 62, nays 72. 

Mr. W. J. BROWN, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported several bills, among them 
the postage bill, which received the signature of the 
Speaker. 

Mr. A. P. STONE moved that the House adjourn: 
rejected. 

It was now 20 minutes past 10 o’clock. 


NAVY PENSIONS. 

The bill renewing certain ay pensions for five 
years was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
on the passage; which were refused. 

The bill was then passed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Attorney 
General to contract for copies of a proposed edition 
of the Jaws and treaties of the United States came 
up. 
Per. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and 
nays on its passage; which were refused—no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the House ad- 
journ: rejected 

Mr. McKAY made a brief statement to show 
= true economy required the passage of this reso- 

ution. 

Mr. J.P. KENNEDY demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
the joint resolution was passed. 

r. HAMMETT asked leave to offer a _resolu- 
tion for extra pay for extra service of Charles W. 
Stewart: objected to. 

Mr. McK AY moved an order, when the House 
adjourn, they adjourn to meet at 9 o’clock, a. m., 
on Monday. 

Mr. WETHERED moved a substitute amend- 
ment that the House meet to-morrow, (Sunday,) at 
11 o'clock. 

Mr. ELMER and D. S. SEYMOUR asked the 
yeas and nays on the amendment. 

Mr. WETHERED withdrew the motion, after 
some conversation. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved an amendment to meet 
at 10 o’clock, Monday: agreed to. 

The motion as amended was agreed to. 

It was now 10} o’clock. 

On motion the House then adjourned to Monday, 
at 10 o’clock. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 3, 1845. 


The Senate met at 10 o'clock, pursuant to the 
motion of adjournment, made by Mr. Evans, on 
Saturday night. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate several com- 
munications from the executive departments, in an- 
swer to resolutions heretofore adopted. 

Mr. BREESE presented joint resolutions passed 
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by the | islature of Illinois, in favor of the annex- 
ation of Texas; and said that, as the subject had 
been disposed of, he should merely ask that the res- 
olutions should be read and laid on the table. 

They were accordingly read, and laid on the ta- 


le. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the adverse re- 
ports of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims on 
the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby, and 
on the petition of Francis Sumter, administrator of 
Thomas Sumter, were taken up and concurred in. 

The resolution offered by the senator from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Arcner,] on Saturday, was next in or- 
der; but at his ean it was passed over. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and take up the joint resolution passed b 
the House of Representatives some time since, rel- 
ative to the evidences of land title issued for the 
Houma claims; but the Senate refused to postpone 
the previous orders. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate bill for 
the payment of certain arrearages equitably due to 
the Stockbridge Indians, and for other purposes, 
was taken up, considered, and passed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, on behalf of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, reported adversely on the fol- 
lowing House bills, which had been referred to that 
Committee: 

An act for the relief of John Hollingsworth. 

An act for the relief of John Boyd. 

An act to grant to the Tennessee and Coosa rail- 
road company anght of way through the public 
lands. 

The reports were concurred in. 

Mr. W. also reported back the House bill for the 
relief of Stanley White, and recommended its pas- 
sage. On his motion, it was taken up, considered, 
and passed. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from St. 
Louis, Missouri, and also one from Mississippi, 
praying for a reform in the naturalization laws. He 
wished them to be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that they might be preserved till Con- 
gress should come to act upon the subject. They 
were so referred. 


b 


OREGON. 


Mr. ATCHISON moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and take up the House bill (439) to organize 
a territorial government in the Oregon Territory, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. ARCHER hoped the Senate would not con- 
sent to postpone the previous orders for any such 
purpose. e confessed he was utterly amazed at 
the proposition. Had not gentlemen read the late 
message from the President of the United States in 
relation to the pending negotiation? The President, 
in answer to a call of the Senate for information 
touching the progress and prospects of the negotia- 
tion, had stated 

Mr. ALLEN rose to a question of order. 

Mr. ARCHER. I have aright to say that the 
President has stated that the negotiation is still in fa- 
vorable progress; that it has been going on satisfac- 
torily, and would probably have been ready to pre- 
sent to us this session had not our negotiator fallen 
sick. It was not the fault of the Briush negotiator, 
who had shown no disposition to protract it. I 
cannot conceive the cause of this hot haste. We 
ought not to go into even the consideration of the 
subject at the present session. Suppose we do: it 
will take more time than remains to us for legisla- 
tion, even if we devote every moment to it from this 
tll to-morrow morning; and we could not get 
through a single appropriation bill necessary for car- 
rying on the government. 

Mr. ATCHISON was aware that the President 
had sent to the Senate a message that the negotia- 
tion was still pending, and that there is a probabili- 
ty it may be terminated in less than six months; 
but, if the senator from Virginia had examined this 
bill, he would have found nothing in it calculated to 
put a stop to the negotiation. That was a matter 
well considered, and it was not understood by the 
friends of this measure, that the adoption of this bill 
would at all interfere with the rights of England, 
as to the portion of territory she claims. Every 
section of the bill had been so constructed as not to 
violate the existing treaty, or anticipate the negoti- 
ation. On the contrary, it was confidently believed 
the passage of the bill would facilitate the negotia- 
uuon, 

Mr. EVANS was really astonished that any such 
motion should be made. It could not be ex 
that it could prevail. Here were the large appro- 





priation bills to take up, every one of which was ne- 
cessary for the carrying on of the government. 
Gentlemen must know very well that this Oregon 
bill would consume the entire day, unless it was in- 
tended to force it through without discussion. 

Mr. ALLEN said it ought to be borne in mind 
that the President himself in his annual message, 
recommended the passage of a bill not unlike the 
bill which was now the object of this motion; and 
in his executive message to the Senate stated the 
necessity of such a measure, notwithstanding the 
pendency of the unfinished negotiation, or what 
might be the issue of that negotiation between the 
executive departments of the two governments. 
According to the President’s opinion this bill ought 
to be passed. Now, had we not had time to dis- 
pose of it? We had had it before us for three 
months. It had passed the House of Representa- 
tives by an immense majority. It had been here 
five or six weeks. The committee had had time to 
examine its provisions. It had been postponed 
from day to day and from hour to hour; and it was 
now to be lost, when we had the President’s mes- 
sage recommending it, and the earnest appeals of the 
people calling for it. 

He hoped there would be no obstacle thrown in 
the way of the passageof this measure. It wasa 
measure of far more vital importance than senators 
seemed to imagine. It was a measure involving the 
oe whether you will protect a large body of 

merican people who emigrated there, expecting to 
be followed by the laws of the United States, whilst 
they owe allegiance to the government of the United 
States. No man doubted the title of our govern- 
ment to the Territory of Oregon. Every man knew 
it would be eur soil; every man knew it was to be 
covered by our people, and that they are bound to 
be protected; and the question was, whether they 
believed that the American people were to be left 
unprotected to the attacks of the English agents 
there? 

There could be no reasonable objection to the 
passage of the bill. ‘The veice of the nation had de- 
manded, and the voice of the people, in the House 
of Representatives, had repeated that demand; the 
President himself had recommended this measure, 
independent of the fact of the pending negotiation. 
Should we now say to these people,that they shall owe 
allegiance to that government which now refuses to 
extend over them the sovereign rights of citizenship? 
He thought nothing could be more unjust than the 
refusal of the Senate to exercise sovereignty over 
that people. 

He hoped, therefore, that all those who were real- 
ly friend! to this measure, and of extending the 
laws of the republic coextensive with the territo- 
ry owned and settled by the American people, 
would now stand forward, and show their hands at 
a moment so vital as regarded the action of the Sen- 
ate upon it at this session. He had no idea that a 
great body of American people who had been en- 
couraged to go to Oregon—encouraged by the sol- 
emn declaration of this government that the territory 
belongs to the American people, and by the vote of 
the Senate that the protection of this government 
would be extended over that territorv—encouraged 
by the executive messages not only at this, but 
former sessions of Congress—and encouraged by the 
almost unanimous vote of the House of Representa- 
tives—should now, after having been encouraged to 
go there, under the solemn promise that the laws of 
this government would be extended over them, be 
refused this protection. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought the motion a most 
unseasonable one. He never did witness a more 
unseasonable occasion for the display of oratorial 
flourishes than this. On the very last day of the 
session the chairman of the Committee on Finance, 
in charge of the appropriation bills ne to be 
passed for the carrying on of the government, in- 
forms the Senate that they demand its attention, and 
that no other business can interfere without stopping. 
the wheels of government. He hoped the question 
would be taken at once. The whole country should 
know what gentleman preferred getting up this bill 
to acting upon measures indispensably necessary for 
sustainirg the government. He wished to mark 
this transaction to the whole American oe He 
hoped the gentlemen would be indu by record- 
ing their votes for this motion in preference to going 
on with the necessary business at the closing hour 
of the session. 

Mr. ALLEN had but « short explanation to make 
in answer to the sepator from Kentucky. The 
friends of this measure had been lying in wait the 
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whole session for it. The fault was not theirs that 
it was not acted upon long ago. They were ready 
and anxious to act upon it, when there was abun- 
dance of time. But it had been held back against 
their will—forced back to the very last day of the 
session by those who now give, as a sufficient rea- 
son for not acting upon it, that it is too late for dis- 
cussion. The subject had been fully and ably dis- 
cussed; there was nothing now to . done but to 
vote upon it. Had not its friends over and over 
again urged the propriety of shortening the proiract- 
ed debate on another question, on the ground that 
it was necessary to act this session upon the Orc- 
gon bill? They proposed to sit out that discussion 
day and night to get it to a close, in order to reach 
this question. Had they not done all they could to 
reach it before the last days of the session? And now 
the argument urged against considering it is, that it 
is too late. Who made it too late? Not the friends 
of the measure, for they have been ready at any time 
to act upon it. They had, day after day, implored 
gentlemen on the other side to despatch other mat- 
ters with a view of giving full time for disposing of 
this, but to no purpose. 

Mr. WHITE interposed to ask if it was in order 
to debate the subject on the motion to postpone the 
previous orders. 

The CHAIR said it was in order to state reasons 
for the object in view of postponing the previous 
orders. 

Mr. ALLEN only intended to make the remarks 
he had made, in consequence of the observations of 
the senator from Kentucky, to the effect that the 

ople should know whose fault it was that the 

usiness of the government was delayed. He (Mr. 
A.) wished to clear his side of the Senate from the 
charge, by declaring what every body here knew— 
that the friends of Oregon had been anxiously press- 
ing, the whole session, for action on this measure, 
and that if it had been delayed to the last moment, 
it was not their fault. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Who has made any 
charge of delay against the senator and his friends? 
or does the gentleman mean to imply that there has 
been any course of obstructive opposition resorted to 
by gentlemen on this side, for the purpose of shrink- 
ing from the subject? 

Mr. ALLEN. The senator called upon the pec- 
ple of this nation to mark that we were, at the last 
day of the session, calling up this measure, and 
should be responsible for the consequent defeat of 
other measures. In reply, the question was asked, 
whether or not we ad been urging again and 
again the despatch of other business, in order to get 
at this subject in time for its disposal. The object 
was, to show that the excuse of want of time could 
not be urged with fairness or propriety against us. 
I did not say gentlemen had wasted time for the 
purpose of obstructing this measure; but that we 
on our part constantly proposed despatch of other 
business, in order to reach this question. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was satisfied with the sena- 
tor’s explanation. He had said—what he would now 
repeat—that if the subject was taken up, as proposed 
by the pending motion, it would be leaving the 
Senate open to the charge of preferring debate upon 
it to the despatch of necessary business for sustain- 
ing the government. He had no objection to the 
display made by such a motion as this, of the supe- 
rior zeai and patriotism of gentlemen on the Oregon 
question. He knew that the senator had been ex- 
hibiting himself as a sort of champion on this thing, 
and had no doubt at all that it arose out of his great 
zeal for the service of his country. He did not 
blame gentlemen for taking a conspicuous part in 
every question calculated to win popularity. But 
there is a time and a place for this sort of thing. It 
was not certainly here, when the real business of the 

overnment is pending, and whilst there is not the least 

ope of successful action on the question proposed 
to be taken up, to the interruption of all other meas- 
ures. Did the gentleman expect that a measure of 
such vital consequences should be gone blindly into 
without debate, because his own mind is made up, 
and he is satisfied it should be adopted? Did he 
think that a sufficient motive for the action of the 
whole Senate? Was that to justify is silent con- 
currence? He hoped the senator from Missoun 
would yield to the necessity of the case, and with- 
draw his motion; if not, he hoped the Senate would 
at once promptly vote it down. The consequence 
of its adoption would be the loss of ail the important 
business yet to be acted upon. 

Mr. ALLEN observed that, so far as the remarks 
of the senator from Kentucky were personal to him, 
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it was not necessary to say more than that, for eve- 
vy part he took on this or any other question, he 
was responsible only to his own constituency and 
that tribunal-which searches and judges the motives 
and actions of men. And so, with regard to the 
consequences of the motion now pending, the sena- 
tor from Kentucky might rest assured that, on this 
side of the Senate, there were hearts out-and-out 
ready to meet and to bear the responsibility of their 
action. They would not waste time unnecessarily 
in long serdncions on this bill; they were ready to 
vote on it as fast as the gentlemen on the other side 
chose to vote. They wanted the vote, and they 
would take the responsibility on themselves. ‘They 
only desired the gentlemen on the other side to do 
the same. ‘There is responsibility on both sides of 
the question. 

Mr. WOODBURY considered this a mere practi- 
cal question; and it should be looked at dispassion- 
ately. ‘The business before the Committee on Fi- 
nance was, he believed, in as mature a state of ad- 
vancement as usual at this stage of the session. Mr. 
W. was friendly to the Oregon bill, and wished it to 
be taken up at least for a limited time. This, he 
presumed, might be done without necessarily sacri- 
ficing important business of another kind. He 
would sacrifice neither one branch of the public 
business nor the other. He thought there was a 
good opportunity to consider this bill while some of 
the appropriation bills were being perfected in com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON remonstrated against the 
course of Mr. Auten, and considered it most ex- 


traordinary that, at atime like this, within twelve 
hours of the termination of this session and of the 
present Congress, a measure of this magnitude 


should be called up. As to the fact that the other 
Hlouse had passed the bill, and the President had 
recommended the measure, he would ask, had the 
Senate nothing to say in the matter? The taking up 
this bill would interrupt all other business. How 
could the committees, still having unfinished busi- 
ness before them, mature anything while their mem- 
bers were sitting here debating and voting in open 
Senate? 

Mr. WOODBURY: We may take up this bill 
for an interval, because some of the appropriation 
bills are yet in committee, and not ready for imme- 
diate action. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. There are appropriation 
bills on the table. 

Mr. EVANS. It is very true some of the appro- 
priation bills are in committee—some that did not 
come to the Senate tll 11 o’clock on Saturday night 

--but how are they to be considered in committee, 
if senators, who are responsible for that considera- 
tion, are to sit here debating the question proposed 
to be called up? 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the previous orders, and resulted—yeas 
21, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 


by, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Lewis,Semple, Sevier, Stur- 


geon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury—2I. 
NAYS.—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fo-ter, Francis, Huger, 


Hiuntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, McDuffie, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, and 
White--23. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BAGBY rose to say, that for the first time 
since he had had the honor of being a member of this 
body he had to ask the indulgence of the Senate for 
afew moments, while he called its attention to a 
matter entirely and exclusively personal to himself. 
He regretted exceedingly that he should be under 
the necessity of asking this favor, at any time or 
under any circumstances; and more especially did 
he regret being called upon to ask this indulgence 
when he reflected that the last hours of the session 
were rapidly running out. But the Senate of the 
United States had a high collective character to 
maintain; and that character could only be preserved 
by each member individually maintaining what was 
due to himself as a senator and as a man, and repel- 
ling false, calumuious, and unjust accusations made 
upon him. 

fle felt called upon by a solemn sence of duty to 
state, in relation to the great question which had so 
long agitated this country—which he must, without 
he slightest imputation of vanity, be permitted to say 
he had had some humble instrumentality in settling, 
so faras the action of Congress was concerned— 
that his course upon that question had brought upon 
him, in a cominunication trom the Washington cor- 


respondent of the Richmond Enquirer, what he beg- 

ged heave to send to the Secretary’s table to have 

read. 

Here the Secretary ‘of vhe Senate read the fol- 

—— extract from the Richmond Enquirer, dated 
ult.: 


‘A correspondent from!Washington, on Wednes- 
day night, (from the Capitol, 11 o’clock,) informs 
us: 


“To the surprise of a great many—nearly all—but 
not all, Bagby, of Alabama, spoke to-night against 
the House resolutions as unconstitutional. Such 
bursts of triumph as the whigs generally sent forth 
in the hotels and streets, you can hardly imagine— 
nor the full extent of the denunciations of the demo- 
crate who proclaimed him a treacherous deserter. 
Texas was considered lost. My own sanguine tempe- 
rament did not allow me so to consider it. I said, off- 
hand, it is a bullying finesse, and he does not mean 
to do what he says. Presently D. H. Lewis rose to 
his feet, and was about to give his colleague what he 
deserved, when he sent word to Lewis, by Payne ef 
Alabama, if he (L.) would not speak, he (B ) would 
vote for the resolutions, with a very slight modification. 
With that understanding, Lewis took his seat again; 
and thus the anti-Texans triumph in his speech, while 
her friends say but little, under his promise made 
since his speech to vote for the resolution. At the 
moment of his defection, it was announced that a 
whig (not heretofore claimed as a friend) would vote 
for the resolutions, and thus the vote still appeared 
to stand 28 to 24. Whether the Benton men will 
come in (as they promise) or shall pursue a course 
that is to defeat the great measure, we have yet to 
learn. Our friends still say we shall carry the ques- 
tion to-morrow. I fear there is muh greater cause 
to doubtit than we had supposed. 

**11 o’clock( wee night.) The Senate adjourn- 
ed at half past 10—after an agreement was made, 
that ator about 3 o’clock to-morrow, the vote should 
be taken.” 

In this time of general acrimony and defamation, 
when slander after slander was stalking on stilts 
over the fences of human reputation, and detraction 
mercilessly hurling her envenomed shafts at per- 
haps far better men than he was, it was not aston- 
ishing that even he should have come in for a small 
portion of unjust denunciation. But he had made 
ita rule through life (and it was one from which he 
should not depart) to vindicate his character from 
unjust assaults, and to repel all assults upon it, come 
from what quater they might, provided they were 
worthy of notice. 


The editor of the Richmond Enquirer was a man 
venerable for his years, distinguished for his in- 
telligence, and, he understood, for his social virtues, 
occupying a high rank in that profession in which 
he had so long labored. How far it might be com- 
patible with the duties of such an editor, and such a 
man, to give circulation, coequal in extent with 
the extent of the circulation of his paper, to the 
atrocious calumny contained in that article upon a 
member of this body, he should not pretend to dis- 
cuss or determine here. He left that to the editor’s 
own future deliderate reflection, and to the enlight- 
ened and intelligent judgment of an impartial world. 

That paper was published in the land of his birth. 
It was published in that land where his ancestors, 
through all past generations, lay entombed—pub- 
lished in that land where the friends of his youth 
and his childhood, and where the brothers of his 
heart, still resided. The effect that a publication of 
that kind, uncontradicted by him, would be likely 
to have, under the representation that was made, and 
the character of the place where it was published, 
called upon him to contradict it. 

He did not know who the author of that commu- 
nication was—he went further, he did not care who 
the author was. It might be one of those harpies 
who prowl about this Capitol, whose occupation is 
lying, and the bread of whose life is the scandal 
and defamation of other men. If the author was 
of that class, he left him to the infamy and detesta- 
tion to which his occupation consigned him. If he 
belonged to that class of whom better things might 
be expected than “bearing false witness against his 
neighbor,” he left him to Heaven, and to the 
“thorns that in his bosom lodge, to prick and sting 
him.” 

What did the article imply? It implied this, and 
charged this: that in the face of the American Sen- 
ate—in the face of the American le—in the 
face of all Christendom where the Richmond En- 
quirer was read—he was induced to recede from 


and abandon the position in which he stood in re. 
gerd to the annexation of Texas, under the infly. 
ence of a motive which, permit him to say, had 
no abiding place in his heart. And that was, 
that after vie honorable colleague, [Mr. Lewis,} 
whom he intended, with great pleasure, to exempt 
from all participation in this business, took the floor 
for the purpose of giving him (Mr. B.) what he de- 
sereaiiios took the alarm, and sent a member of the 
other House to him [Mr. Lewis] to say that, if he 
weuld not sacrifice him, (Mr. B.,) but would save him 
from therod, he would vote for the House resolutions 
with a very slight modification. He exempted his 
colleague from all participation in this matter. He 
denied it in the presence of the Senate of the United 
States. He denied, desirable as it might have been 
to have conferred with his colleague upon that or 
any subject, that he ever sent a message to him ei- 
ther upon that subject, or his speech in regard to 
Texas, or his vote in regard to Texas, or conferred 
with him in reference to that subject. He denied 
another thing—that he had ever said to any human 
being that he would vote for the House resolutions, 
‘*with a very slight modification.” And he denied 
thirdly fie Gas thing—that he had ever said, or 
intimated, that he would vote for the House resolu- 
tions upon any other condition than that condition 
which he stated to the Senate on the night upon 
which he declared his views upon the subject, and 
that was, that the amendment offered by the senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Watker]—which was the 
bill proposed by the senator from Missouri (Mr. 
Benton )—should be attached to them. 

[Mr. Benton. It was your bill as well as mine.] 

That was the condition, and the only condition 
upon which he ever said he would vote for the reso- 
lutions from the House of Representatives. These 
were the three great points implied in that communi- 
cation; and, without detaining the Senate any longer, 
he would avail himself of this high and net Maree oc- 
casion, when the time of the Senate was passing 
away, to say that every substantive averment con- 
tained in that communication in relation to his con- 
duct, his speech, and his vote upon the Texas ques- 
tion—that all the allegations in that communica- 
tion were foul, unfounded, and villanous false- 
hoods. In saying this, he was discharging, first of 
all, aduty which he owed to himself; he was dis- 
charging aduty which he owed to this honorable 
body; he was discharging and fulfilling a duty which 
he owed that constituency whom he had _ never de- 
serted and never betrayed; he was discharging a duty 
which he owed to his children. 

He thanked the Senate for its indulgence; and he 
would no longer trespass upon its time. 

Mr. WALKER said it was due to the senator from 
Alabama to state that he (Mr. W.) knew, before 
that honorable senator made his speech, as well as 
at the time, that the amendment which it was his in- 
tention to offer had received his sanction, and would 
receive his vote. Everything that he (Mr. B.) had 
said, therefore, in relation to that matter, was in 
strict conformity to truth. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Sir, | move for leave to 
withdraw the papers in relation to the case of John 


White. Leave was granted. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. . 


Mr EVANS, on behalf of the Committee on Con- 
ference appointed by the Senate to meet the com- 
mittee of the House, communicated their report on 
the amendments agreed upon in reference to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Several senators requested the amendments agreed 
upon would be explained. 

Mr. WOODBDRY said it would only be neces- 
sary to state the amendments disagreed to, and 
those which the committee recommended the Senate 
to recede from. 

Mr. EVANS then proceeded to explain the re- 
commendations of the Committee of Conference. 

First they proposed to recede from the Senate 
amendment to increase the compensation to the 
chief of the bureau of construction, and bureau of 
provision. They also receded from the amendment 
appropriating $200 for the librarian of the Patent 
Office: also from the amendment for alterations 
about the law library: also that of $3,000 for laying 
the foundation of the west wing of the Patent Office: 
also the $5,000 for the employment of additional 
counsel todefend the United States in suits in 
Louisana, Arkansas, Mississippi, &c.: also the 
$4,000 for copies of the laws of the United States: 
also, the $1,000 for a monument to the memory of 
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General Macomb: also, the $8,000 in addition to 
the $40,000 appropriated last session for the China 
mission: also, the regulation of the public printing 


hereafter: also, the §250 for the arrea of pay to 
the superintendent of the Poit Office Department: 
also, the amendment relative to Mr. Botts, contest- 


ing the seat of Mr. Jones. This was all, with the 
exception of some Senate amendments disagreed to 
by the House, but which the conferees agreed to re- 
tain. They had agreed upon extending the time of 
limitation within which accounts against the govern- 
ment are to be reopened by the accounting officers of 
the treasury, from 3 to 6 years; and the [House con- 
ferees then agreed that the provision should not ex- 
tend to private bills for relief passed by both Houses 
of Congress; they had compromised the amendment 
raising the allowance for certain surveys from $10,- 
000 to $24,000, by agreeing —_ $15,000; they had 
ed to the amendment of the senator from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Benrton,] relative to the Mexican in- 
demnity, with a proviso that the money is not to be 
id unless it was received in good money, by a 
pregeercnronnaet agent of the government. These 
were all the amendments that required explanation. 
The report was concurred in. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then took 


-up the Indian appropriation bill — the question pend- 


ing being on his amendment, [heretofore stated—see 
> proceedings. } 

Mr. E. moved to amend the amendment by an 
additional provision. Under the contract, it was 
said, some twelve or thirteen hundred Indians had 
been removed, or were now on their way. The 
have a right to one year’s subsistence. The amend- 
ment would secure it to them. 

Mr. WALKER had no objection to the amend- 
ment to the amendment; but had to the whole 
amenment. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped the senator from Maine 
would withdraw the whole amendment. 

Mr. EVANS could not consent to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
adopted. 

he question now recurred on the amendment as 
amended; and on that question 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The subject was debated at great length b 
Messrs. SEVIER, WALKER, EVANS, CRIT- 
TENDEN, JARNAGIN, BUCHANAN, and 
HUNTINGTON. 

After which the vote was taken, and resulted— 
yeas 20, nays 2], as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Haywood, Huntington, 
Jarnagiu, McDuffie, Miller, Niles, Porter, Sevier, Tappan, 
Upham, White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Benton, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dickinson, 
Dix, Francis, Hannegan, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, 
Lewis, Mangum, Morehead, Sturgeon, and Walker—21. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

_ Mr. EVANS new moved an amendment restrain- 
ing the further issue of scrip to the Indians, and or- 
dering the money to be vested at five per cent. for 
their benefit. 

Mr. WALKER wished to record his vote in 
favor of discontinuing the plan of paying the In- 
dians with scrip—a plan he had always opposed. 
He called for the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken on this amendment, 
and resulted—yeas 31, nays 2, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Huger, Hunting- 
ton, Jarnagin, Johnson, Lewis, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, 
Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, and 
Woodbridge—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hay wood and Henderson—2. 

So it was adopted. 

The bill was reported back to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WALKER offered a resolution that the 
President protem. of the Senate be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, the difference between 
the pay and mileage he has received since his elec- 
tion to the Chair, and the salary of Vice President 
for the same period. 

The resolution was read three times and adopted. 

Mr. WHITE offered a resolution to pay out of 
the contngins fund the usual extra allowance to the 
clerks officers of the Senate. 

After a few remarks on the necessity of making 
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this allowance, the resolution was read three times 
and passed—yeas 27, nays 16, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Foster, Francis, Hen- 
derson, Huger, Huntington, Johnson, McDuifie, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sturgeon, Up- 
ham, Walker, White, and Woodbridge—27. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Breese, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fuirfield, Hannegan, Hay- 
wood, Lewis, Niles, Sevier, Tappan, and Woodbury —16. 


NATURALIZATION AND ELECTION FRAUDS. 


Mr. BERRIEN presented a report from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, in reply to the memorials 
of sundry citizens, asking for an investigation into 
the frauds alleged to have been committed upon the 
naturalization on of the United States. He moved 
that it be laid on the table and printed. 

a moved that 5,000 extra copies be 

rinted. 
: Mr. DICKINSON desired to know what was the 
character of the report before he consented to the 
adoption of such a motion. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that this report was supple- 
mental to the bill hitherto reported from the com- 
mittee making alterations in the present naturaliza- 
tion laws of the United States. It embraced the 
testimony which the committee had, by authority of 
the Senate, authorized commissioners in the princi- 
pal seaboard towns to take. 

Mr. DICKINSON said there was much feeling 
upon the subject of this report throughout the coun- 
try. It might contain reflections upon the people 
of New York, and he had not had, and would not have, 
time to examine it. It was manifest, too, that the 
propositions contained in the report could not be 
entertained at this late period of the session. 

Mr. SEVIER asked for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion. He was opposed to the printing oF an 
extra number of copies of a report which he had not 
had time to examine. 

Mr. ARCHER said that after the question of the 
annexation of Texas, no subject more largely agita- 
ted the public mind than that which was embraced 
in this report. A large number of people had com- 
plained of grievances which they had to submit to 
by the violation of our naturalization laws. The 
Senate yielded to the desire for an inguiry, and au- 
shestaed the Judiciary Committee to investigate the 
subject. That committee, having performed their 
duty, now made a report, the printing of which 
was objected to. How would senators, who had 
agreed to this investigation, stand before the people, 
in opposing the printing of an extra number of 
copies of this document? He thought that he was 
moderate in asking for only 5,000 extra copies of a 





document which should go everywhere, and be | 
read by the people in every section of the coun- | 


try. 

Mr. BERRIEN said that he would briefly state | 
the purport of the report which was now proposed | 
It ascertained unquestionably the | 


to be printed. uest 
existence of frauds upon the naturalization laws of 


the country—frauds in obtaining papers of naturali- | 
y These | 
frauds, however, he would say were not confined to | 


zation, and frauds in voting at elections. 


any one State. They were not confined to New 


York; nor in New York were they con‘ined to either | 
one of the great political parties. The testimony | 


taken by commissioners, and embodied in this re- 


port, he considered necessary to aid Congress in its | 


future investigations of the subject. 


Mr. SEVIER said he objected to the printing of | 


a document like this in such haste, and before there 
was time for senators to see it. He understood that 


the commissioners appointed by the Committee on | 
the Judiciary to take depositions were all, with one | 


exception, active politicians, and leading men of the 
party opposite to that which he belonged to. It 
seemed as if these men had been appointed to hunt 
over the country for materials for an indictmen 
against the democratic party; and yet gentlemen. 
asked for the printing of 5,000 extra copies of their 
report, which he had not seen. He appealed to the 
magnanimity of the senator from Virginia to say 
whether, if the case were reversed, he would vote for 
such a motion. When he saw a document pre- 
pared altogether by whigs and natives, one democrat 
excepted, and doubtless ae mass of ex 

testimony, he could not consent blindly to en 

it by causing the printing of an extra number of 


copies. 

Mr. WALKER remarked that he should like to 
hear the report read before he voted to print. 

Mr. DICKINSON wished to call the attention of 
the country to the fact that the question of printing 
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and circulating this report was not raised until the 
afternoon of the last day of the session. He did 
not believe that the Committee on the Judiciary had 
any unfair design in so doing, but he wished to call 
public attention to the fact, that this report was pre- 
sented to the Senate, when there was not time to 
examine and point out its errors. The senator 
from Georgia, |Mr. Bernien,) said it was designed 
to benefit Congress in its investigations; was it 
he asked, necessary to sow the intelligence it con- 
tained broadcast, in order to benefit Congress 
Senators might say that he and others who opposed 
the printing, were opposed to having light on this 
subject; but such was not the fact. He only want- 
ed an opportunity to point out the defects and errors 
of the report; for it wasa maixim in the courts that 
one side of any case was very good until the other 
was made out. He did not wish to issue, under the 
authority of the Senate, a large edition of this re- 
port and evidence which might have come from a 
star chamber. The commissioners appointed to 
take evidence had, he thought, abundant time, 
since the Ist of January, when they were chosen, 
to have made their report before this late period of 
the session of Congress. 





ee 





He entered his protest, 


therefore, against the motion of the honorable sen- 
ator. 

Mr. WOODBURY moved to lay the motion to 
print on the table, but withdrew his motion at the 
request of 

Ar. BARROW, who said he was surprised. at 
the opposition which wes made to the motion to 
print. He had introduced the resolution under 


which the Committee of the Judiciary were antho- 


rized to take testimony, and there was no oppos- 


tion to it. It then seemed to be regarded by al! that 
the question of the alleged evasion of the naturaliza- 
tion laws was a legitimate subject of inquiry. ‘The 


senator from New York, [Mr. Dickixson,] as well 
as others on both sides of the Senate, seemed anx- 
ious to adopt measures to prevent frauds when they 
should be ascertained to exist. This, then, being 
the desire of every one, testimony was ordered to be 
taken in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
New Orleans, in order to show whether frauds had 
been committed. He had not examined the report. 
It was short; but there was the testimony, which 
must be good testimony. It must have been taken 
in proper form before the courts in the several cities, 
at course be fair. Were this, however, an elabo- 
rate partisan report, there might be some reasonable 
objection to its printing; but, as it was, he could sec 
none whatever. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that he did not origi- 
nate the resolution under which the Committee on 
the Judiciary were authorized to institute this inves- 
tigation. He did not wish the subject referred to 
that committee, because he knew the labor whi h 
was required for its investigation. As at first adopt- 
ed, it referred the matter to the committee, and gave 
power to send for persons and papers. Afterwards, 
testimony was authorized to be taken by commuis- 
sion. In selecting the men who composed these 
commissions, it was difficult to find out who won!d 
undertake to inquire into the alleged frauds. He 
had chosen the men with care, and when their names 
should be known tosenators, he was sure no one 
would say that they would pervert their trusts to 
the purposes of party. It was impossible for the 
committee to make their report earlier, because they 
did not receive the testimony taken by these com- 
missioners in time. He therefore desired the sena- 
tor from New York to withdraw the imputation he 
had made of delay on the part of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. DICKINSON explained. He did not desien 
in any manner to impute anything to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for whom he entertained the kind- 
est feelings; but he still did not see why the com- 
missioners so long delayed their report. All were 
desirous of preventing frauds; but before such a re- 
port as this was ordered to be printed, he desired 
time toexamine it. He therefore moved to lay the 
motion on the table. 

The question was taken on the motion to lay the 
motion to print on the table, and decided in the 
negative as follows: 

YEAS—Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Buchanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegen, 
Hay wood, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury — 22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Hen 
derson, Hunti n, Jarnagin, Johnson, Miller, Morehead 
a. Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, and Woodbridge - 
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Mr. WALKER rose to say that, as a member of 
the Judiciary Committee, he had not seen the re- 
port or the testimony which it contained. He must 
not, ——— be considered as concurring in any 

of it. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, no; that the report was 
adopted by the committee during the absence of the 
senator from Mississippi. 

Mr. McDUFFIE inquired whether it was a vo- 
lumineus report that was proposed to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN said the report was very short, 
but embraced a good deal of testimony. 

The question was taken on the motion to print 
5,000 extra copies of the report, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, 


Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, and 
Woodbridge— 24. 


NAYS-— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Dickingon, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Semple, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury —22- 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives announcing the rejection of the bill to 
enable the Chickasaw Indians to try the validity of 
their claims in the courts of the United States. 

Also, a message amiouncing the suspension of 
the 16th joint rule, so far as related to a joint reso- 
lution declaring that the new post office bill shall go 
into operation in July next. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Finance Committee, re- 
a with amendments, the navy appropriation 

ill. 

After some reports from committees were received, 
the Senate, at half-past three o’clock, took a recess 
till five. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate having reassembled at five o’clock, 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the army appropriation bill. On his 
motion, the committee was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of all subjects referred to it and 
not acted upon. 

He also offered a resolution to purchase the re- 
mainder of the printed copies of the document on 
the funding system of the United States at $1 50 per 
copy. The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of subjects referred to it and not acted 
upon. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee en Commerce was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of subjects referred to it, and not 
acted upon. 

A similar motion prevailed in relation to the Post 
Office Committee, at the instance of Mr. MER- 
RICK. 

DRAWBACKS. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate bill (with 
amendments made by the House,) allowing draw- 
backs on foreign goods exported in the original 
packages to Chihuahua and Sante Fe, was taken up 
for consideration of the House amendments. 

The amendments were to the effect of making the 
law general, so as to admit of drawbacks on foreign 
goods transported any where through the United 
States to adjacent countries. 

Mr. DIX explained the amendments, and spoke 
in favor of concurring in them. 

Mr. EVANS, although heretofore opposed to the 
extension of this system, had since given more at- 
tention to it, and was now satisfied that it would be 
advantageous to the commerce of the United States. 

Afterja few remarks from Messrs. CRITTEN- 
DEN, EVANS, HUNTINGTON, WOOD- 
BRIDGE, and McDUFFIE, the amendments were 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the joint resolu- 
tion in relation to the Houma claim was taken up, 
amended, read a third time and passed. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the navy appropria- 
tion, bill reported back from the Committee on 
Finance with amendments, was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole, and the amendments were 
adopted. 

r. HUNTINGTON moved an amendment regu- 
lating the pay of engineers of steam vessels in the 
naval service: adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved an amendment to 


the effect that notices of contracts for the navy be f} 


advertised in two ne rs in this city of the 
largest circulation: etapa: " . 

r. TAPPAN moved an amendment appropri- 
ating $25,000 for the erection of a marine hospital in 
Pittsburgh on the site purchased by the government 
for that pa se: adopted. 

Mr. STURGEON moved an amendment to ap- 
propriate a sum not exceeding $2,276, for the dis- 
charge of the Zantzinger claim against the Navy 
Department. 

r. EVANS opposed this introduction of private 
claims into the appropriation bills, and would resist 
every such attempt. 

After some discussion as to the merits of the 
claim, the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. BAYARD, an amendment was 
adopted appropriating $5,000 for testing plans to 
prevent the explosion of steam-boilers. 

Mr. STURGEON moved to amend the bill b 
adding an appropriation for the relief of Charles S. 
Sibber. 

Mr. EVANS opposed the motion. 

After some discussion the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. McDUFFIE concurred with the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, that it was highly im- 
proper to introduce private claims into the general 
appropriation bills; there was, however, a claim 
which should be regarded as of a public nature—it 
was that of the heirs of Robert Fulton, a bill for 
which had several times passed the Senate. He 
moved to amend the bill by inserting an appropria- 
tion of $76,300 “for compensation to the heirs of 
Robert Fulton, in full for the claim of said Robert 
Fulton against the United States, due at the time of 
the death of said Fulton, for inventing and building 
steam batteries and superintending the construction 
of the steam shYp Fulton, and for the detention and 
damages to his steamboat Vesuvius, and for the 
great benefits conferred on the country by the appli- 
cation of steam to navigation.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. EVANS and 
BUCHANAN, as to the evil consequences of in- 
troducing private claims in the general appropria- 
tion bills, the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and resulted—yeas 19, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Foster, Francis, 
Huger, Johnson, McDuftie, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, 
and Woodbridge—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Jarnagin, Lewis, Niles, 
Semple, Sevier, Tappan, and Woodbury—27. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BAYARD moved to strike out the fifth sec- 
tion. 

Messrs. TAPPAN and SIMMONS hoped it 
would not be stricken ou}. 

The Senate refused to strike out the fifth sec- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. BAYADD, it was agreed to 
strike out the sixth section. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, it was agreed to 
insert the District of Columbia as a territory for the 
apportionment of scholars and apprentices in the 
naval service. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate; the 
amendments were concurred in, and being engrossed, 
the bill was read a third time, and oa 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate took up 
the army appropriation bill, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance with amendments. 

The bill was considered by the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

The first amendment was agreed to. It required 
that, of the $360,000 appropriated for the manufac- 
ture of arms at the national armory, $100,000 should 
be applied for repuirs. ; ; 

The second amendment, increasing the appropria- 
tion for “surveys in reference to the military de- 
fences of the frontier, inland and maritime,” from 
$10,000 to $20,000, was concurred in. 

The third amendment increased the appropriation 
for surveys of the northern and northwestern lakes 
from $20,000 to $30,000; which was agreed to. 

The fourth amendment proposed to strike out the 
following item: 

“For purchasing the site and commencing the necessary 
works foran armory at Fort Massac, in the State of Illinois, 
the sum of $20,000, 'to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War.” 

Mr. BREESE was sorry that this amendment had 
been reported by the Committee on Finance. If 
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the ——— should not be » injustice 
would be done the West. The militia of that country 
now amounted to 700,000 men, and its annual 
increase was 20,009. It was a well known fact 
that they were suffering for want of arms. The 
two armories now in existence at Harper’s Ferry 
and Springfield could not supply them. Upon 
these two armories the government had already ex- 
pended from twelve to fourteen millions of dollars; 
and yet $20,000 was to be refused to an armory in 
Illinois. He read from the report of a board of 
officers appointed to ascertain the best point for an 
armory in the West. That board, composed of the 
most competent officers, had examined 48 sites, 
and finally decided in favor of Fort Massac as hay- 
ing more advantages than any other point. They 
said this point was destined to be the commercial 
centre ofthe West. It was in a region of coal and 
iron, and accessible to steamboats at all seasons of 
the year. 

r. EVANS said he objected to the establish- 
ment of an armory in an appropriation bill. Ifan 
armory was to be established, let it be done by a 
separate bill, authorizing the appointment of a su- 
perintendent and other officers. This bill only asked 
$20,000 for the armory at Fort Massac; but did any 
one believe that 20,000 dollars would build a armory’ 
Besides, there were already two armories, and some 
thought one enough. They were in good order, 
and made arms very cheaply at present. As to the 
wants of the militia for arms, he confended that the 
arms given by the government to the States were 
not intended for distribution among the militia, but 
to be deposited in the State arsenals. 

Mr. WALKER said he had supposed that the 

uestion of the establishment of an armory in the 
est was setled. It was determined years ago that 
an armery should be established, and the only diffi- 
culty had been in relation to the site. But now the 
senator from Maine reopened the question. 

Mr. EVANS said he was in conference with the 
head of the ordnance department to-day, and that 
officer begged him not to allow this appropriation to 
pass. 


Mr. WALKER said he did not care for the opin- 
ion of one colonel of ordnance, and that opinion 
was no argument against a conclusion hitherto ar- 
rived at by Congress. Although this armory at 
Fort Massac was not to be located at the point 
which he desired, yet it was decided upon by a com- 
petent board of officers, who had convinced him by 
the force of argument contained in their report. He 
appealed to western men to sustain this appropria- 
tion; for the armory must be at Fort Massac or no- 
where at present. 

Mr. JARNAGIN did not consider Congress 
bound by the reports of boards of officers on this 
subject. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said he could not assume it 
for a fact that this armory must be located at Fort 
Massac or nowhere. He differed with the board of 
officers that Fort Massac was the best site for an 
armory. That site was not favored by the War 
Department. Mr. C. entered into an advocacy of 
certain points in his own State as superior to that of 
Fort Massac. 


Mr. BREESE replied to the objections urged 
against the establishment of an armory at Fort Mas- 
sac. He regarded the matter as long since deter- 
mined upon. Asto the sites in Kentucky referred 
to by the senator, [Mr. Critrenpen,] they had no 
no doubt been examined by the board of army offi- 
cers. True, there was not water power at Fort 
Massac, but there were abundant facilities for 
steam-power, which was much better and cheaper. 
Had it not been for the interference of Col. Talcott, 
the appropriation would not have been objected to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said there was no interfer- 
ence on the part of ordnance officers. 

Mr. EVANS explained that he had himself de- 
sired to have the opinion of Col. Talcott upon this 
matter. 

Mr. BREESE said he was willing to pay proper 
respect to the opinion of Col. Talcott; but he was a 
mere subordinate, whose views shou!d not over- 
weigh the heretofore expressed will of Congress. 

r. CRITTENDEN urged the advantages pre- 
sented by several sites in Kentucky. The legisla- 
ture of the State gave authority over the necessary 
water power. And yet, out of four advantageous 
sites for an army, one only was examined. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Committee on Finance, and it was rejected as - 
follows: 


Day 
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YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Berrien, Clayton. rittenden, || 


Dayton, Evans, Francis, Huntington, Jarnag:n, Lewis, Mc- 


Duftie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Simmons, | 


| 


Upham, an White—19. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
py, Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Porter, Semple, Se 
vier, Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, and Woodbury —22. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered an amendment ap- 
propriating $100,000 for the improvement of the 
Ohio river above the falls of Louisville, and $240,000 
for its improvement below the falls. 

This proposition gave rise to a long debate in 
which Messrs. CRITTENDEN, PORTER, SE- 


VIER, WOODBRIDGE, WHITE, DIX, DICK- || 


INSON, ARCHER, BERRIEN, EVANS, HAN- 
NEGAN, WOODBURY, MOREHEAD, HUNT- 
INGTON, and BARROW participated. The 
amendment was objected to by several senators, on 
the ground that the army bill was not the appropri- 
ate place for it, and that its adoption would defeat 
the harbor bill. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding an appropriation of $100,000 for the 
meenenee of the navigation of Hudson river: re- 
ected. 

Mr. HANNEGAN offered an amendment appro- 
priating $225,000 for the extension of the Cumber- 
land road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
one third in each. 

This was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—-Messrs. Allen, Breese, Buchanan, Hannegan, Jar- 
nagin, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, and White—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, 
Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair- 
field, Francis, Hay wood, Huntington, Johnson, Lewis, Me- 
Duffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Porter, 
Sevier, Simmors, Upham, Walker, and Woodbridge—35. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved an appropriation of 
_ for the improvement of the navigation of 

ennessee river: rejected. 

Mr. MOREHEAD offered an amendment appro- 
priating $5,500 for the purchase of additional ground 
adjoining the barracks at Newport, Seamecte: re- 
jected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN hoped that senators would 
not embarrass the bill by offering more amend- 
ments. 

The question was taken on Mr. Critrenven’s 
amendment, (temporarily withdrawn by him, but 
renewed by Mr. Barrow,) and resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bar- 
row, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Critten- 
den, Hannegan, Henderson, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, 
Morehead, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, and White—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Choate, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, 
Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie, Miller, 
Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Upham, Wood- 
bridge, and Woodbury—25. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to add a section ap- 
propriating $64,000 to the State of Virginia for 
money expended by her to satisfy judgments for 
a pay, and authorized by the act of 

Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment on the 
ground that he was unwilling to pay Virginia until 
the claims of Maine and Massachusetts should be 
satisfied. 

Mr. ARCHER advocated the appropriation. 
The claim was one authorized to be paid. long since, 
but not paid because of a deficiency in the appropri- 
ation. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved an appropriation of 
$25,000 for the erection of barracks at Pass Chris- 
tian, Mississippi. 

Mr. EVANS protested against further amend- 
ments, as the hour was late. 

_Mr. SEVIER contended that the Congress might 
sit till 12 o’clock to-morrow. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ARCHER moved to increase the amount for 
armament of fortifications from $100,000 to 3200,- 
000: rejected. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to add $1,900 to the 
Bh cae oo for the pay of the army, 80 as to in- 
clude an additional inspector general. 

Mr. EVANS opposed the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and all 
the amendments made in committee of the whole 
were — to. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the appropriation of 


$20,000 for anZarmory at fort Massac be stricken 
out. 


| 


| 


1} 


il 


| Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Fos- 


ii 


1 








eons - Soaenencanmananantnaphaseatansatat 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BREESE opposed and Mr. McDUFFIE || 


sustained the motion. 


The motion was concurred in by the following 
vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, 


Atherton, Berrien, 


Barrow, 
ter, Francis, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, McDuitie, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, +f aay and White—27 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Haywood, Henderson, 
—— Porter, Semple, Sevier, Walker, and Woodbu- 
ry—li7. 


Mr. ASHLEY offered an amendment appropria- 


ting $50,000 for the erection of a fire proof building 
forthe Warand Navy Department. 


Mr. EVANS hoped it would not be adopted, as | 


the question had been settled once this session. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to its third reading; and, 
having been read a third time, was passed. 

ARABIAN HORSES. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives stating that they had passed a joint res- 
olution to authorize the President to dispose of the 
Arabian horses presented to one of the American 
consuls, by the Imaum of Muscat. Amid much 
laughter, the resolution was read and adopted. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved to take up the bill for 
the establishment of certain post roads. 

Mr. BUCHANAN inquired if there was not ano- 
ther appropriation bill yet to be disposed of. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied that there was—the 
harbor bill. 

POST ROUTES. 

Mr. Atcnison’s motion prevailed, and the bill 
establishing certain post routes was taken up, with 
amendments proposed by the Post Office Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SEVIER said he supposed the amendments 
had been carefully cmnninnk 

Mr. WHITE asked it anything was struck out 
of the original bill. 

Mr. MERRICK replied in the negative. 

The amendments were adopted. 

The bill was then reported, read a third time, and 
passed. 

POSTAGE BILL. 

On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the joint resolu- 
tion from the House postponing the operation of the 
postage bill to the Ist July, was taken up, read a 
third time, and passed. 

LIEUT. FREMONT’S EXPEDITION. 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolution 
relative to the penne of 5,000 copies of Lieutenant 
Fremont’s report of his expedition over the Rocky 
mountains, was taken up. 

Mr. SEVIER asked was it necessary. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, at one hour of the night, 
could not say what he intended to say. He had 
watched with interest the progress of this yas 
gentleman, (Lieut. Fremont,) and was satisfied he 
was a young gentleman of extraordinary merit, 
great energy and ability to serve the country. He 
deserved encouragement. He should, therefore, 
move to increase the number of copies to be printed 
from 5,000 to 10,000. 

The question was then taken on printing 10,000 
copies, and it was agreed to. 

The navy appropriation bill, returned from the 
House with dissent to some of the Senate amend- 
ments, was taken up; and the Senate receded from 
the amendments not concurred in by the House. 

THE VETOED BILL. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the bill in 
relation to revenue steam cutters, with the veto mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, was ta- 
ken up, the question recurring, Shall the bill pass. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN hoped the question would 
be voted upon solemnly and without debate. He 
hoped the veto would be overruled. 


r. HUNTINGTON considered that the objec- 


tions made by the President relied entirely upon a 
mere philological criticism. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted—yeas 4], 
nay |, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 


ton, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, 

Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair. 

field, Foster, Francis, Hannegam, Haywood, Henderson, 

Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 

Niles, Phelps, Porter, a Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, 

Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—41. 
NAY— lquitt—1. 


So the bill was passed, the President’s veto not- | 


withstanding. 
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HARBOR BILL. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the improvements of certain 
rivers and harbors, was taken up as in committee of 
the Whole, the question pending being on the 
amendments recommended by the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained at length the 
nature of the amendments, and the necessity of 
adopting them. 

Mr. BUCHANAN here rose, and observed that 
his honorable from Michigan must decide between 
the adoption of these amendments and the loss of 
his bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said he felt deeply sensible 
of that; he was fully aware of the difficulties and 
embarrassments of his situation; but he had been 
situated precisely in the same manner last year. 
He had at that time been instructed to move similar 
amendments, but, fearing they might endanger the 
bill, had ventured on the responsibility of disobey- 
ing the order of the committee. He would not en- 
counter that responsibility on thisoccasion. But he 
would say to the Senate that if they refused to act 
upon their own judgment respecting measures sub- 
mitted to them by members of their own body, but 
turned theireyes continually on the other branch of 
the legislature, and regulated their conduct by the 
chances of success elsewhere, not only the dignity, 
but the power of the Senate as a distinet and inde- 
pendent branch of the government would soon 
dwindle away and perish, and this exalted body 
would soon have no other duty to perform than to 
register the edicts of a committee of the House of 
Representatives. Should these amendments 
adopted, and the other House should diaagree to 
them, the bill might still be saved by the Senate's 
receding from its amendments. 

Mr. BUCHANAN reminded the Senate that it 
wasnow a quarter past 10 o’clock; the harbor bill 
contained many items of great importance to the 
country, and he trusted that his worthy friend from 
Michigan would not risk its safety for a mere ign 


be 


fatuus. He had much better consent to wait till 
next year, when perhaps the same difficulty might 
not exist. If, however, the gentleman was resolved 
to persist, he washed his hands of the consequences 


r. EVANS said he hoped the honorable senator 
from Michigan would persist and get a vote on his 
amendment. Mr. E. had had an appropristion for 


his own State, which had been delayed too long; yet 


} 


he was now told that he must wait still longer, or 
the bill might be lost. To him it seemed very ex- 
traordinary that such apprehensions should be er- 
tertaincd. This harbor bill lost in the House of 
Representatives! Why, this was pre-eminently the 


favorite bill of the House; it had postponed all the 
appropriation bills to take up this. Mr. E. was not 
to he frightened this way. If the appropriation bills 
failed, the government must stop for the want of 
means to carry it on; but should this harbor bill nor 
become a law, the government, he presumed, would 
still continue. 


Mr. SEVIER said that he had endeavored to get 
some of the items kept out of this bill which stll ap- 
peared there, and he would now thank the senator 
from Michigan to tell him how many of these items 
the President had vetoed. Where they not moie 
than half of the whole number? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied that he believed 
there were some items of that description in the 
bill. 

Mr. SEVIER thought they amounted to threc- 
fourths of the whole. The tail of the kite was a 
great deal longer than the kite itself. 

The question was now taken on all the amend- 
ments together reported from the Committee on 
Commerce, and decided in the negative—ayes 1], 
noes not counted. 

Mr. JOHNSON made an effort to add two other 
amendments, one appropriating $20,000 for fort Pont- 
chartrain, and another of $50,000 for completing the 
marine hospital at New Orleans, but they were both 
rejected—ayes 10, noes not counted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, when 

Mr. EVANS moved again the amendments from 
the Committee on Commerce, but they were nega- 
tived without debate, by yeas and nays—yeas |], 
nays 26: 

YVEAS—Mesars. Atherton, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Hoy- 
wood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, Upham, Woodbridge, 
NAYS Mesors. ‘Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, 
Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Crit- 
tenden, Dickinson, Dix, Foster, Hannegan, Henderson, 
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Huger, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, 
Tappan, and White—26. 

Mr. McDUFFIE now rose and said he consider- 
ed it his solemn duty to oppose this bill, though the 
effort to do it dniad eubeent the remainder of the 
session. 


forced into the debate. 
the table. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE demanded the yeas and 


nays; which being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS-—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Evans, Fair- | 


field, Huger, McDuftie, Niles, Sevier, and Woodbury—10. 
NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bay- 


ard, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, | 


Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Foster, Francis, Hannegan, Hay- 


wood, Henderson, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, | 


Morehead, ate Porter, Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Upham, Walker, White, and Woodbridge—34. 


So the Senate refused to lay the bill on the table. 


Mr. EVANS aren what was the aggregate | 


amount appropriated by the bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said it was about one mil- 
lion six hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. More than that. It was nearer 
two millions. 

Mr. EVANS asked if the Senate was aware of 
the amount of appropriations which had been made 
at this Congress? He had endeavored to keep up 
with them as well as he could, but he confessed they 
had got far beyond his calculations; and he apprised 
gentiemen now that they must not be surprised if 
they should find the finances of the country runnin 
very low indeed before the year was out. And if, 
as was not impossible, they should find themselves 
under the necessity of borrowing money, he prayed 
them toremember that that necessity, ifitcame, would 
have been imposed by their own legislation. Mr. 


E. had no scruples on the subject of internal improve- | 
ments, yet he confesced that the amount proposed in | 
If Congress 


this bill appeared to him enormous. 
should appropriate half a million, or even seven or 
eight hundred thousand dollars a year for objects of 
this description, he should consider it a just propor- 
tion of the public expenditure; but to present a mass 


of items of so large an amount, to be passed in this | 

{ the session, | 
was, in his judgment, an uowarrantable proceeding. || 
He asked when this bill had been received from the | 


lumping manner, at this last hour o 


House? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied, it had come in on 
Seturday. 

Mr. EVANS. 
Monday night, and gentlemen had been sitting in 
the Senate all day: how was it possible that the 
could have examined the details of the bill? Mr. E. 
should not vote forit. It was a bill which, without 
appropriate data, went to impose a severe burden on 
the treasury. He had no desire to revive the old 


controversy on this vexed subject of internal im- | 


provements; but he could not help recollecting with 
what a and jubilations gentlemen on the 
other side had congratulated the country that this 
great, all-devouring monster had at length been 
strangled by the hero of New Orleans; and it was a 
matter of pride and boasting that so nefarious a sys- 
tem had been put down forever under Gen. Jack- 
son’s administration. His partisans promulgated to 


to the world that all works of internal improvement | 


by the general government were thenceforth to cease 


forever. The whole proceeding was stigmatized as | 
unconstitutional, latitudinarian, wasteful, and profli- | 
entlemen were | 
Mr.E. | 


gate. Yet some of those very 
among the strenuous advocates of this bill. 
entertained no such scruples; he did not object to 
the appropriations in this bill as an unconstitutional 
application of the public money: but he prayed gen- 
tlemen on the democratic side, who argued in favor 


of a bill like this, to expunge that article from their | 


political creed. Let us hear no more about its being 
a political heresy to advocate internal improvements 
by the general government. 

Mr.E. objected to this bill because so large a 
number and variety of objects were embraced by it 
without discrimination. He was in favor of the ap- 
propriations for the improvement of our western 
rivers, and he would include with some other im- 
portant objects; but to a vast many others he could 
not’consent. He admitted, and he had personal rea- 
sons to know, the great difficulty of framing a bill 
which should give satisfaction to all. But he com- 
plained of the late period of the session at which all 
the appropriation bills of the present year had been 
sent from the other House. 


wished to say, in voting against this bill, that he 


He considered it the most enormous, un- | 
principled, infamous measure—but he would not be | 
He moved to lay the bill on | 


| tion of the Union. 





On Saturday; and it was now | 





However, as it was | 
late, he would not prolong the debate, but only | 


was influenced by no hostility to works of internal | 


improvement. 

Mr. SIMMONS expressed his surprise at the 
course and at the | of his honorable friend 
from Maine, who had so recently proposed still fur- 
ther to augment the number of items in this very 
harbor bill, by proposing some appropriations of 
his own. These had been rejected, and Mr.S. 
was not without his fears that that might be the 
true source of the sentor’s sudden and violent oppo- 
sition to the bill. His friend complained of the 
large amount, but he wasinclined to believe that if, 
instead of a million and a half, the bill had appro- 
priated two millions, it would have received that 


| gentleman’s warm support. 


Mr. EVANS interposed to say that it would have 
encountered his decided hostility. 


Mr. SIMMONS said he was onl 
think so from the fact that the senator had voted for 
every one of the additions to the bill. Now, gentle- 
men all knew that great and unprecedented losses 
had recently been experienced in the West; and he 
thought it was better that the Senate should do ef- 
fectually whatever it did for the benefit of that por- 
Let gentlemen in the East be 
contented to wait till their turn should come round. 
Mr. S., for one, was willing to be postponed for the 
present, and let his friends from the West have the 
objects they desired. He did not consider this as a 
mere local bill: its objects were of national import- 
ance; and he thought the netion was a gainer as 
much when improvements were made in Louisiana, 
as when they were made in Maine. Our internal 
commerce floated on the lakes and rivers, while our 
external covered every sea. He thought it wasa 
duty as much to guard and facilitate the one as the 
other; and for objects in his part of the country he 
was content to wait his time. 


Mr. McDUFFIE said he was very sorry to be 
obliged to oppose this bill; but he was constrained, 
by asolemn sense of duty, to occupy the floor for a 
brief period in endeavoring to prevent the final eon- 
summation of an act so monstrous as this. Could 
he suffer a bill like this to pass without an attempt 
to oppose, to analyze its objects, and to show to the 
country their true character, he should despise 
himself as a base traitor to the trust reposed in 
him. The Senate had been told by the senator 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. ere and with 
some force of reasoning, when the bill was up 
for the admission of Iowa and Florida into the 
Union, that the principle of thus combining two 
States in the same bill was radically wrong, because 
many would be induced to vote for such a bill for the 
sake of introducing one State who were entirely op- 
posed to the admission of the other. Now, though 
the principle of argument was right, yet it did not 
apply in that case, because the Union being estab- 


induced to 


lished = compromises between the North and the | 
e 


South, the admitting of a Northern and Southern State 
by the same bill was only a further ca 
the compromise principle, and was therefore in strict 
conformity to the spirit of the constitution. But 
what did they see now? Here was a bill which 
combined not two, but more than two hundred dif- 
ferent objects, not one of which could stand alone 


on its own merits, and owed its entire prospect of 


success to this very suspicious combination. Why 
were all these put in one and the same bill? When 
the senator from Kentucky (Mr. ce pre- 
sented that item of the bill which was clearly the 
most national in its character, (if any one of them 
was national,) what was the result? It was reject- 
ed, and rejected on the ground that, if 1t was taken 
out of this harbor bill, the bill must be lost. It was 
the first time in the Congress of the United States 
when a principle, he would not say so corrupt, be- 
cause that was a harsh word, but so very objection- 
able, had been openly avowed as that a measure must 
be retained in order, by its merits, to carry this 
monster, this many-headed hydra, through both 
Houses of Congress. Let gentleman take out of 
this bill the appropriations for the benefit of any one 
State, and put them together in a bill by themselves: 
would such a bill pass? Every body knew that it 
would not. But they were put together, and kept 
together, that the whole might be carried by a coup 
de main. It would be inconsistent with the respect 
which he entertained for himself, and the decorum 
imposed by the presence of the Senate, to apply to 
an attempt like this the la which he felt pre- 


sented itself to his lips; the least he could say of it 
was, that it was a combination to plunder the public 
treasury. Yes; he repeated the assertion: it was 





ing out of 





neither more nor less than a combination to plunder 
the public treasury. ; 

r. McD. could say, with the senator from 
Maine, [Mr Evans,] that he entertained no constj- 
tutional scruples in voting for objects of interny| 
improvement, if they were of a strictly national 
character. He was not opposed to this bill on party 
grounds, nor simply as an expenditure of public 
money; but if he was called upon, as the last pub- 
lic act of his life, to swear that he believed these ap- 
propriations were asked rather for the sake of hay- 
ing the public money expended in different portions 
of the country than for the sake of the public 
works indicated in the bill, he could do so with a 
good conscience. The question on this bill was a 
question of the distribution of money from the treas- 
ury; and he must again solemnly protest against 
the oe of thus combining a multitude of local 
objects—the improvement of small rivers, and the 
opening of little harbors, and similar improvements 
—in one bill, merely for the sake of carrying that 
which, on the ground of its own metit, c not 
pass either House of Congress. 

One administration was now on the eve of going 
out of power, while another was in the dawn ef its 
advent. The party which was going out had come 
into power on the avowed principle of the propriety 
of works of internal improvement by the general 
pra The party now coming into power 

ad, from the days of Gen. Jackson dow: ward, 
been distinguished by its uncompromising opposition 
to the whole system, with but a very few exceptions. 
Yet what a spectacle did the Senate chamber pre- 
sent at this moment? Is this bill should pass, it 
would pass by more democratic than whig votes. 
And if Mr. McD. knew anything of the President 
who was to be sworn in to-morrow, (and he thought 
he did, for he had served with him in the other 
House for ten years,) he could say with truth, that 
there was no one man who, in his public course, had 
been more irreconcilably hostile to this system, in 
all its forms and throughout all its disguises. He 
trusted that gentlemen would not, in these last mo- 
ments of an expiring Congress, precipitately rush 
upon a measure thus indiscreet and extravagant. 
Andrew Jackson had derived a large part of the 
glory which encircled his name from the very fact 
that he had arrested this system by his veto. And 
if there was one act which in a certain portion of this 
countryhad reflected more credit on the present admin- 
istration than any other, it was the veto of John 
Tyler on this very bill. Mr. McD. predicted that, 
should this bill be repeated at the next session, it 
would, as a matter of course, receive from the com- 
ing President a like commentary. 

Mr. McD. not only opposed the principle of the 
bill as wrong in itself, but he opposed its large ap- 
propriation on principles of national economy. An 
economical expenditure of public money had been 
inscribed on the banner of the party to which he be- 
longed as one of the leading maxims of its policy. 
Now, what was the present condition of the treasu- 
ry and what was it likely to be for years to come? 

e called upon the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance [Mr. Evans] to state to the Senate what 
would be the probable amount of revenue for the 
coming year, and whether it was likely to be such as 
would justify the aqpeernaen of nearly two mil- 
lions of dollars to objects of this description—ob- 
jects which were not at all necessary, and which 
could only be justified by the existence of an over- 
flowing treasury. Mr. McD.’s own opinion was, 
that, if the amount of imports was to be regulated 
by that of exports, the imports of dutiable articles 
during the next twelve months would be from 
twenty to thirty millions less than during the last 
year. Admitting the cotton crop to be ever so 
much inceased, yet at the present price of cotton 
(from four to six cents a pound) the exports of 
the coun were not likely to exceed forty mil- 
lions of dollars; and every financier and intelligent 
merchant must know that the imports could not 
largely exceedthem. The minds of gentlemen were 
carried away by a delusion, growing out of the 
large amount of imports and of revenue during the 
Ps year. That delusion would be removed by a 

rief explanation of our financial experience during 
the two years last During the first year 
after the par of the tariff of 1842, the revenue, 
instead of increasing, as had been expected, had suf- 
fered a great reduction. All were astonished at this, 
and predictions were confidently made that the 
commerce and revenues of the country were per- 
manently destroyed; but those who understood the 
subject better, told them at the time that this reduction 
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only temporary. And why? Because twenty- 
on maillions of specie had been imported, and the 
imports of — were twenty millions beyond the 
exports, a fact which had never happened before. 
Down to the year 1842 the amount of specie ex- 
ported was equal to that imported. The general 
imports of 1843 amounted to fifty millions, over 
twenty of which consisted of specie. What was 
the natural result? The importation of so much 

ie naturally produced a proportional expansion 
of the currency. The banks discounted freely, and 
were actually begging ters to borrow money on 
their coming crops. The twenty millions of specie 
imported produced fifty millions of circulating me- 
dium. This raised the prices of produce, and gave a 

t stimulus to imports, and accordingly the next 
year we hada t and unparalleled increase of rev- 
enue. But this was not to be counted on asa permanent 
thing. It was subject to fluctuation and to reaction, 
like the motions of a pendulum; and he would venture 
to predict that the imposts of next year would be 
less by eight millions than they had been during the 

t eight months. Under these circumstances, and 
under this state of things, it was, that the Senate 
were called upon to make a more extravagant ap- 
propriation for works of internal improvement than 
they had ever done before, and that, too, by his 
democratic friends. He entreated them to look at 
the condition of the revenue, and not to bring us 
back into the disgraceful position we had once been 
reduced to, of hawking about our degraded bonds 
in the money-markets of Europe, and suffering the 
national humiliation of seeing American securities, 
bearing on their face an interest of six per cent., 
contemptuously refused, while English bonds sold 
readily with an interest of but three. 

The question was then taken on reading the bill 
a third time, and decided in the affimative—yeas 27, 
nays 1], as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bay 


ard, Benton, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Foster, Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Johnson, 


Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Stur- 


geon, Upham, White, and Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby. Berrien, Evans, Fair- 
field, Huger, Jarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, and Wood- 
bury—ll. 

Mr. FOSTER proposed that the Senate now go 
into executive session. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it would be better 
to get through the business that remained, and leave 
the executive session to the last hour. 

Mr. EVANS reminded the Senate that they had a 
whole week, or two or three weeks for executive 
business yet before them, so that there could be no 
necessity for pressing it now. 

Mr. ALKER said that there was executive 
business before the Senate which ought to be com- 
pleted before the adjournment. 

Mr. BENTON hoped the Senate would continue 
their business. Was there any nominee of the pres- 
ent administration, he asked, who was afraid to let 
his nomination lie over? Did the gentleman want 
to take a snap-judgment before the new President 
came into offiae? If there be such a one, (said Mr. 
B.,) and I was Captain Polk, I would knock him in 
the head. If there be any gentleman now in nomi- 
nation who is not content to serve under Captain 
Polk, let him take his chance for a renomination. 
Yes, let him take his chance; but let us have no 
snap-judgments and no midnight combinations. He 
thought the country had had quite enough of them 
aba in days past. They were not in odor with 
the American people. c E , 

The question on the motion to go into executive 
session was decided in the negative. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and said he seized a 
moment when the President of theSenate was out 
of the chamber to offer a resolution, which he was 
very sure would meet the hearty response of every 
gentleman on that floor; and he thereupon offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented to 
the Hon. Wintir. P. Mancum for the ability and impartiality 
with which he has discharged the duties of President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER offered a resolution similar to that 
adopted in relation to the incumbent of the Chair, 
namely, that the same aliowance be made to the re 
resentatives of the late S. Southard, for the time he 
served as President tem. of the Senate, being the 
difference between his pay and mileage and the sal- 
ary of Vice President. 

Mr. TAPPAN objected. 

The following House bills and joint resolutions 
were then taken up, considered, passed: 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


An act for the relief of March Farrington. 

A joint resolution to pay a balance due Shawnee 
Indians employed in the Florida war. 

Two supplementary acts'to the act admitting the 
States of Florida and Lowa into the Union. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. 

An act for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 

An act for the relief of Elisha Morrell, adminis- 
tor of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

An act for the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

An act for the relief of John E. Wright. 

An act providing payment for the military service 
in Florida. 

An act regulating commercial intercourse with the 
islands of Miguelon and St. Pierre. 

An act for the continuation and improvement of 
certain roads in the Territory of Wisconsin. 
™ An act for the relief of Philip Schwartzbrawber, 
of Ohio. 

An act for the relief of William Rich. 

An act making appropriations for certain improve- 
ments in the Territory of lowa. 

An act to continue certain harbor improvements 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

An act for the relief of the legal representati ves o 
Daniel Mitchell. 

An act for the relief of Isaac Allen. 

An act for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. 

An act for the reiief of John H. McIntosh. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the resolution 
offered by Mr. Mitzer in relation to the late 8. 
Southard, senator froni New Jersey, and some time 
President pro tem., was taken up, read three times, 
and passed. 

The usual resolution was then adopted, appoint- 
ing a committee on the part of the Senate to accom- 
pany the House committee and wait on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to inform him that Con- 
gress was now ready to adjourn. 

The committee was named, and proceeded to the 
duty imposed upon it. 

Shortly after, Mr. SEVIER, on behalf of the com- 
mittee, returned and announced that the President 
had no further communications to make, and had 
wished the members of the 28th Congress all 
health and happiness in retiring from their arduous 
duties. 

Mr. MANGUM, President pro tem. of the Senate, 
then rose and addressed the Senate as follows: 


GENTLEMEN OF THE Senate: Being about to ter- 
minate the official relations that have existed between 
us for nearly three years past, and perhaps to sepa- 
rate from some of you forever, I cannot permit this 
moment to pass without giving utterance to the feel- 
ings which have deeply impressed me with the uni- 
form kindness, liberality, and courtesy, that have 
characterized the members of this body, as recorded 
in reiterated terms of unanimity; and 1 must be 
permitted to say that the recent unanimous expres- 
sions of good will and partiality have overwhelmed 
me with sentiments beyond the formal consideration 
of a friend and associate. They deserve from mea 
return of affection and gratitude. 

{f the high and responsible duties of the honora- 
ble station which your partiality has assigned to me 
have been performed with a due regard to the pub- 
lic honor and interest, and to the satisfaction of my 
brother senators, it has been owing to the ready and 
effective oapeeet uniformly extended to the presi- 
ding officer by them, and to that individual courtesy 
for which this elevated body has ever been distin- 
guished. 

Having terminated the business, I cannot close 
the session without giving expression to my most 
earnest and cordial wishes for the continued healti:, 

rosperity, and nagphanes of every individual mem- 

r, and that each may meet the embraces of his 
family in the enjoyment of the same blessings. 

I now perform the last official act of the session 
by adjourning the Senate sine die. 

The Senate then (at half-past two o'clock at night) 
adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 3, 1846. 


The journal having been read, several of the 
standing committees, by general consent, made re- 


rts. 
eae: McKAY asked leave to introduce a resolu- 
tion declaring, as the sense of the House, that, in 
sing the resolution at the last session directi 
the Clerk to furnish the members with certain 
books, it was not intended to confine him to pur- 
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chases from the publishers of the books; but that it 
was intended that he should procure them from any 

reon or perfons who would furnish them at the 
owest prices. 

This resolution was objected to, and it was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the bill from the Senate for 
the relief of the heirs of William D. Cheever, de- 
ceased, reported the same without amendment; and 
it was then referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Sen- 
ate in relation to the mode of appointing officers in 
the revenue marine service, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. WILLAMS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill from the Sen- 
ate for the relief of Noah Miller, of the State of 
Maine, reported the same without amendment: it 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
Senate to authorize the Chickasaw nation of Indians 
to institute a suit against the United States, reported 
the same without amendment; and, 

On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, the same was 
put on its passage, and passed. 

Reports were further made from the Committee of 
Claims by Mr. CHAPPELL. 

From the Committee of Ways and Means by 
Messrs. RATHBUN and G. DAVIS. 

From the Committee on Commerce by Messrs 
J. P. KENNEDY and McCLELLAND. 

From the Committee on Public Lands by Mr. J 
W. DAVIS. 

Reports were mode from standing committees by 
Messrs. BIDLACK, BENTON, J. THOMPSON, 
BARNARD, PARMENTER, BARRINGER, D. 
L. SEYMOUR, BRINKERHOFF, OWEN, 
HENLEY, PRATT, TAYLOR, DANA, HAR- 
PER, ADAMS, RAMSEY, J. STEWART, 
PHCENIX, NORRIS, and others, and the stand- 
ing committees they represented were discharged 
from all the business which had been committed to 
them and not hitherto reported upon. 

Mr. A. P. STONE offered a resolution to pay Si- 
mon Brown, the librarian of the House, the same 
pay that was allowed to his predecessor. 

r. HOPKINS moved an amendment, as a sub- 
stitute, to pay Charles Stewart fifty cents per diem 
from the commencement of the session for his addi- 
tional services in opening and closing the House on 
the Sabbath. 

The previous question was moved; but on the 
question of seconding it, there was no quorum vo- 
tung. 

r.G. W. JONES moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; and on that he asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON asked for tellers; and Messrs. 
Cavs and Hopkins were appointed; and they re- 
ported 16 in the affirmative, and 54 in the negative 
—no quorum voting. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
ADAMS, HOPKINS, HAMLIN, A. P. STONE, 
and the SPEAKER, 

The question was taken on the motionto lay on 
the table; and no quorum voting, : 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF called the yeas and nays. 
This was ruled out of order, the yeas and nays 

having previously been refused. 

‘The SPEAKER counted the House and ascer- 
tained that 135 members—23 more than a quorum— 
were in attendance. 

Mr. WELLER and Mr. ADAMS called for 
another division. 

The SPEAKER said there was undoubtedly a 
quorum present; as the vote would show if members 
would vote. 

Mr. WELLER suggested that a quorum would 
be found ifthe Chair would request gentlemen to 
vote by rising. They were too lazy to pass be- 
tween thetellers. [Laughter.} 

The question was once more taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 43, noes 75—a quorum. 

So the House refused to lay on the table. 

The question recurring on ordering the main 
question, 

Some conversation, on a point of order, arove in 
which Messrs. McKAY and ADAMS partici- 

ted. 

PeMr. HOPKINS modified his amendment to make 
it an addition to the resolution. 
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The main question was ordered. 


Mr. A. P. STONE modified the resolution by ac- 
cepting the amendment. 
r. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 
on the resolution as modified; which were ordered. 
The question was taken, and vote stood—yeas 
99, nays 44. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 


CHICKASAW INDIANS. 


Mr.CAVE JOHNSON wished the attention of 
the House for a few minutes. The House had 
this morning passed and sent to the Senate a 
bill to authorize suits to be brought against the gov- 
ernment of the United States in favor of the Chicka- 
saw indians—a bill which he considered very inju- 
rious to the interest of the Indians as well as of the 
United States. He wished the House to have an 
— to reconsider the vote. 

r. REDING moved to reconsider the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON remarking that it was 
necessary, before they could act on the motion, to 
get the bill back from the Senate, moved a resolution 
requesting the Senate to return the bill. 

Mr.SAUNDERS replied to what he considered 
some very round statements of Mr. Jounson, impli- 
cating the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, and 
“a the resolution. 

r. C. JOHNSON said, if he could get the at- 
tention of the House for a few minutes, he would 
state his objections to the passage of this bill. It 
authorized the Chickasaw nation to bring suit against 
the United States in the district court of this Dis- 
trict, for the amount of this trust fund of some mil- 
lions of dollars. He had, on a previous occasion, 
stated to the House that one among the first princi- 
ples established in the government, and acted on ever 


‘ since its formation, was that the United States 


should never be brought into court to answer to its 
citizens. The reason was avery obvious one. The 
United States, in such cases, must always lose, be- 
cause they would be decided on ez parte statements, 
to which the district attorney must, of necessity, 
file an insufficient answer. If suits of this nature 
were authorized, they might as well authorize suits 
for every claim against the government on the cal- 
endar. Why make the distinction, and give this 
case a preference over other claims against the gov- 
ernment At the last session of Congress suits were 
authorized against the United States in some land 
cases, and he should not be surprised if the amount 
involved some fifteen millions of dollars. He ex- 
pressed his regret that this case was not sent to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which properly had 
charge of subjects of this nature, instead of the Ju- 
diciary Committee. He thought this bill would be 
a material injury to the Indians themselves. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said that one of the objections 
of the gentleman was that the principle had been 
established that the government was never to be 
sued by its citizens. But the gentleman admitted 
that there had been several such cases, one of which 
occurred last winter. That objection, therefore, fell 
to the ground. He ccaniadol that there was no 
case which would, with more propriety, be brought 
into the courts than this. The gentleman endeavored 
as usual to alarm the House by stating the large 
amount of the sum involved, but he was satisfied 
that the amount would not be more than $120,000— 
the greater part of the trust fund had been properly 
accounted for. 

Mr. S. here explained the item that had been 
charged against the Indians, and to which they dis- 
sented, sol eal that this item only would be brought 
before the court, and not the whole amount of the 
trust fund, as the gentleman stated. He did not be- 
lieve that the United States would suffer injustice 
by bringing this matter into court, for he could not 
believe that a court of high standing, like that of this 
District, would permit any injustice to be done. 
There was less danger of injustice in this particular, 
as there was an ap eal to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired of the gentleman if 
this bill did not authorize the suits to be brought for 
the whole of this trust fund. 

Mr. SAUNDERS did not understand it so. He 
thought that only a part of the fund was to be sued 


for. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON wished to hear an explana- 
tion from the gentleman from Mississippi, who was 
on that committee, and who was familiar with the 
whole subject. 

The question was then put on laying the resolution 
on the table. 

Tellers were called for and ordered; and Messrs. 
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Hammetr and Tucker were appointed, and they 
reported 49 in the affirmative, and 65 in the nega- 
tive. 

So the motion did not prevail. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved the previous question; 
and it was sustained by the House. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on re- 
considering. 

Mr. WHITE insisted that the House could not 
reconsider a vote on a bill which was not before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the recon- 
sideration. 

Tellers were called for and ordered, and Messrs. 
Gaiwnect and Dittincuam were appointed; and 
they reported 65 in the affirmative, and 13 in the 
negative—no quorum voting. 

A long conversation and mutual explanations en- 
sued between Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. WELLER, 
— was acting as Speaker pro tem.,) Mr. C. 

OHNSON, and others. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Jones having resumed the 
chair,) stated the question as it stood. 

Mr. WHITE again stated his point of order. He 
insisted that the question of reconsideration could 
not be entertained until the bill itself was in posses- 
sion of the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that the Chair decided 
that same question at the last session. The gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Wuire] took an appeal 
at that time; but the House then sustained the de- 
cision of the Chair. The Chair now entertained the 
same opinion. 

After further conversation between Mr. WHITE 
and the SPEAKER, 

The SPEAKER suggested the propriety of first 

assing the resolution requesting the Senate to send 
yack the bill. 

The resolution accordingly came up, and was 
agreed to. 

The motion to reconsider was then postponed for 
the present, and until a message from the Senate in 
return was received. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the report of the 
Committee of Conference on the civil and diploma- 
- appropriation bill was taken up and read by the 
clerk. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House concur in 
the report of the Committee on Conference, and 
with the consent of the House, he would make a 
very brief explanation of the several items. 

Cries of ‘‘No, no: we'll agree to the report.”’] 
ir. McKAY proceeded in a hurried manner to 
run over the several amendments and the recommen- 
dations of the Committee on Conference thereon. 
In relation to China, the House had originall ap- 
propriated $9,000 salary, and $9,000 outfit for a 
minister to that empire; the Senate had reduced the 
appropriation, and the grade of agent to that of 
commissioner. The committee recommended to the 
House, to recede, on a statement from Mr. Cushing, 
thatthe Chinese government would not receivea 
minister, and it would be sufficient to send a simple 
commissioner there. The House had yielded the 
appropriation for pay and mileage to John M. 
otts. They had also yielded the item relative to 
Mexican indemnities, with a proviso that the ap- 
propriation therefor should not be made unless it 
was satisfactorily made to appear to the government 
that the money has been received by the agent of 
the United States, in such a manner as to discharge 
the Mexican government; (it was required that it 
should be delivered in Vera Cruz;) and also that the 
agent of the United States having received this 
money was in default in ern it over to the 
United States. The House had also yielded to the 
Senate the appropriation of $38,000 for paving and 
repairing Pennsylvania avenue. 

Mr. McK., after reference to the other details, 
moved the previous question on concurring in the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if the question was di- 
visible, so as to vote on separate items. 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. The re- 
port must be adopted entire or rejected. 

The previous question was seconded; the main 
question was ordered; and, being taken, the report 
of the committee was concurred in. 


PRESENTATION OF BILLS TO THE PRES- 
IDENT TO-DAY. 
Mr. McKAY moved a suspension of the joint 


rule, prohibiting the sending of any bills to the 
President for his signature upon the last day of the 
session, as far as related to the appropriation bills 
for the Military Academy, the army, and navy, for 
post roads, for fortifications, and the civil and diplo- 
matic service. : 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to amend the reso. 
lution, so as to provide for a general suspension in 
regard to all bills passed. 

he previous question was demanded. 

Mr. McKAY withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. SLIDELL and several other gentlemen ad- 
dressed the Chair, and Mr. S. renewed the prop- 
osition of amendment as an original ee. 

Mr. McKAY claimed that he still held the floor, 
and he renewed his proposition, and demanded 
thereon the previous question, (which, if sustained, 
would cut off amendments. 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. SLIDELL, who moved the general suspen- 
sion of the said rule. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to inquiry of Mr. 
Hovsron, decided that a vote of two-thirds was re- 

uired only for a suspension of a rule of this House. 
n this case of the suspension of a joint rule, the 
vote of a majority was sufficient to suspend it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was taken, and resulted in yeas 121, 
nays 47. 

r. McKAY moved that the House take a re- 
cess from 3 to 5 o’clock. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the motion, by 
making the recess from 2 o’clock to 5; which was 
rejected. 

The question was put on Mr. McKay’s motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The CHAIR said that the business before the 
House was the motion to reconsider the vote on 


| passing the bill to enable the Chickasaw Indians to 


institute a suit against the United States, &c. 

At the request of Mr. C. JOHNSON, the bill 
was then read; and 

At the request of Mr. SAUNDERS, the report 
was read. 

~ CAVE JOHNSON explained the object of 
the bill. 

Mr. SAUNDERS replied. 

Mr. THOMPSON continued the debate. He 
warmly opposed the bill. 

Mr. TUCKER opposed the reconsideration, and 
defended the bill. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
the vote by which the bill was passed was recon- 
sidered. 

The question recurring on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY called the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table; but withdrew the demand, content to have 
the ae and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, resulted yeas 81, nays 86. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. ROBERTS asked leave to offer a resolution 
directing the Secretary of War to institute an inves- 
tigation into the investment and disbusement of the 
Chickasaw fund arising under the treaties of 1832 
and 1834, and to request the Chickasaws to collect 
any information contained in said nation in regard to 
said fund, and to report the result of such investi- 
gation at the next session of Congress. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY moved to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
to take up the fortification bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON and Mr. CAVE JOHNSON 
wished to bring up other bills respectively; but 

Mr. KENNEDY declined to waive his motion. 

The question was taken, and the motion was re- 
jected. 


NEW POST OFFICE LAW--TIME WHEN TO 


TAKE EFFECT. 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked the general consent 
of the House to offer a joint resolution in reference 
to the post office law. The design of that law was, 
that it should go into operation on the Ist of July; 
but there were different constructions of the law. 
He wished to offer a resolution to declare that it 
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should go into effect on and after the Ist of July 
next, and not sooner. 
Objections being made, 
Mr. K. moved a suspension of the rules for the 
reception of the resolution: carried, ayes 104, 
16. 
mThe joint resolution was then three times read, 
end passed under the operation of the previous 
estion, 
"On motion of Mr. CAUSIN, the 16th joint rule 
of the two Houses was suspended in order to send 
this resolution to the Senate. 


LIGHT-HOUSES. 


Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY said there was a bill | 


which had passed the Committee of the Whole at 
the last session, and which now require for a dis- 
sal but a vote of the House. He moved to sus- 
pend the rules for the purpose of taking up the bill 
“authorizing the erection of certain light-houses. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON rose to a privileged question. 
He moved to reconsider the vote by which, a few 
days since, the report of the Committee on Public 
Expenditures, in relation to the charges of extrava- 

ance under the administration of Lieut. McLaugh- 
lin was ordered to be printed. 

Wr. J. explained that his object in moving this 
reconsideration was, to offer a resolution instructing 
the Secretary of the Navy to institute an inquiry in- 
to this subject. He had witnessed nothing in his 
legislative career so outrageous upon the govern- 
ment as this case; and he wished it fully investiga- 


ted. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY inquired of Mr. Jonnson 
if this same subject had not been investigated at the 
Qith Congress, and fully discussed in the public 
journals and before the country. He trusted a con- 
troversy of this sort would not be reopened. 

Mr. P. B. JOHNSON (a member of the commit- 
tec from whom this report was made) said it was 
true that the subject was under consideration at the 
27th Congress; but it was not fully investigated. 
He proceeded to make a brief explanation on the 
subject, in the course of which he gave, as his opin- 
ion, that if the accounts of Lieut. McLaughlin were 
honestly settled, he would be found a debtor of 
$14,000 or over to the government. 

A further brief conversational debate arose, in 
which Messrs. GRIDER, HARDIN, and HALE, 
participated. 

Mr. P. B. JOHNSON was proceeding with his 
remarks; when 

The hour of 3 o’clock having arrived, 

The House took a recess to 4 o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The question recurred on reconsidering the vote 
by which the report was laid on the table and print- 
ed; and, after come remarks from Mr. P. B. JOHN- 
SON, J. P. KENNEDY, and C. JOHNSON, 

The motion for reconsideration was carried under 
the operations of the previous question. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay the 
report on the table, it was carried; and 

he question being put on the motion to print the 
report, it was rejected. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then offered a resolution, that 
the Secretary of the Navy be directed to cause a full 
investigation to be made into the expenditures of the 
Florida squadron under the command of Lieut. J. 
T. McLaughlin, and report the same to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, with his opinion of the propriety 
of the said expenditures, stating the amount ex- 
pended, and the amount that would have been neces- 


sary. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules; 
which motion prevailing, under the operation of the 
previous question the resolution was adopted. 

_ On motion by Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Hopxins of Virginia in the chair,) 
and took up the Senate’s amendments to the Indian 
appropriation bill— 

n motion of Mr. McKAY, the said amendments 
were agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. OWEN, the committee then 
took up the bill from the Senate to establish the 
Smithsonian institute; and after some remarks from 
Mr. ADAMS, Mr. OWEN, and others, 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the bill be laid aside; 
which was agreed to. 

On motion by A. V. BROWN, the committee took 


up the bill supplemental to the act to provide for the 
admission of Iowa into the Union. 

The bill was amended, and then laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
next took up the joint resolution from the Senate to 
authorize the appointment of additional inspectors at 
the port of New Orleans; and having sednianed it, it 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
rose and reported these bills to the House, where the 
amendments made by the Committee of the Whole 
were concurred in, and they were read a third time, 
and passed. 

And the rules were suspended that the Iowa bill 
might be sent to the Senate. 

he House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Hopkins in the chair,) and took up, on the motion 
of Mr. SAUNDERS, the bill in relation to printin 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

This bill was debated by Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. 
C. JOHNSON, Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR, Mr. 
PRATT, and others. 

Mr. PRATT submitted an amendment to provide 
for the purchase of 30,000 copies of Franklin’s jour- 
nal for the mechanics of the country. 

The vote was taken by Messrs. Detter and 
Saunpers, as tellers, and they reported 59 in the 
affirmative, and 58 in the negative. So the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House, with a recommendation that it be rejected. 

On the motion of Mr. GRINNELL, the commit- 
tee next took up the Senate bill to provide for the 
transmission of mails between the United States and 
foreign countries. 

The bill having been read, with the amendment 
of the Committee on the Post Offiee and Post Roads, 
the question being taken, the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, moved an amendment 
authorizing the Postmaster General, if in his opinion 
the public interests require, to make contracts for 
not exceeding ten years for the transportation from 
place to place in the United States by steam, on the 
Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi, &c.: adopted. 

The bill was then laid waite to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to take up the bill to 
legalize the sales of certain lands made at the Colum- 
bus and Chocchuma land offices, Mississippi, (in 
favor of the Chickasaw Indians:) rejected—ayes 22, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. W. HUNT moved te take up the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 

The motion was decided out of order, the bill be- 
ing not mM this committee, but in the Committee of 
the Whole House. 


FOLRIDA. 


On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill sup 
plementary to the act to provide for the admission 
of Florida into the Union, was taken up. 

The bill having been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. DANIEL moved an amendment to reduce 
the number of district judges from three to two. 

Mr. H. HAMLIN moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to provide but one district judge. 

Mr. H. briefly advocated the amendment. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN made some remarks in op- 
position to the amendment. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
HAMLIN, RATHBUN, HOLMES, DANIEL, 
BAYLY, and DARRAGH. 

The CHAIRMAN put the question on the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maine, |Mr. Hamuin,] 
and it was agreed to; and the amendment as amend- 
ed was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON submitted an amendment to in- 
crease the salaries of the district judges of Ohio, 
Illinois, Indiana, and Missouri, to $1,500. 

The amendment was debated by Mr. VINTON, 
Mr. SAUNDERS, Mr. McDOWELL, Mr. ROB- 
ERT SMITH, and Mr. E. J. MORRIS; the 
amendment was then agreed to. 

The bill was then amended in some unimportant 
particulars on the motion of Mr. HAMLIN; and 
the salary of the judge was fixed at $2,000 on the 
motion of Mr. RATHBUN. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said it would be better to 
strike out all the sections of the bill but the two 
first, since these amendments had been made, and 





leave those in relation to the judiciary of Florida to a 
more liberal Congress. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved that the committee 
take up the bill for the relief of certain railroad 
companies in the State of Michigan. 

The vote was taken by Messrs. Suipeii and Jo- 
sera A. Wricurt, tellers; and they reported 74 in 
the affirmative, and 28 in the negative—no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved that the committee 
rise, and report the bills acted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN said such a report could not 
be made without a quorum. 

Mr. G. W. JONES said there was evidently a 
quorum present. 

The committee then agreed to rise, and rose ac- 
cordingly, and reported progress. 


THE SPEAKER. 


The Speaker having left the chair, and it being 
temporarily occupied by Mr. Bovn— 

Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution; 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to 
the Hon. Jonn W. Jones for the able, impartial, and digni 
fied manner in which he has discharged the duties of Speak 
er of this House during the 28th Congress. 


ARABIAN HORSES. 


Mr. HAMMETT, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the sale of two Arabian horses, presented 
to the President of the United States by the Imaum 
of Muscat; which was three times read, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. H., the 16th joint rule was 
suspended, to send this bill to the Senate. 


DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

The bill just reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to provide for 
the purchase and distribution of the reports of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court came up, having 
been reported with the recommendation of the com- 
mittee that it be rejected. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the bill on 
the table,and on this motion asked the yeas and 
nays; Which were ordered. 

|A message was received from the President of 
the United States, informing the House that he had 
approved and signed the bill to provide for the ad- 
mission into the Union of Iowa and Florida. } 

The question was taken, and the vote stood—yeas 
71, nays 68. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had found cor- 
rectly enrolled several bills; which received the 
signature of the Speaker. 

Mr. REDING made a similar report. 

Mr. KE. J. MORRIS moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House, 
for the purpose of taking up the bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Robert Fulton, deceased; which motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. BURKE offered a resolution in the usual 
form to suspend debate in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, on the bill to establish 
the Smithsonian Institute, in ten minutes afler again 
going into Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was decided in the affir- 
mative—yeas §5, nays 60. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole of the state of the Union. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 
took up the naval appropriation bill, which came 
back from the Senate with certain amendments. 

The item of $100,000 for clothing, was reduced to 
$60,000 on the motion of Mr. McKay. 

Several other amendments were concurred in col- 
lectively. 

Mr. McKAY stated some objections to an item 
appropriating $25,000 for three marine hospitals, at 
Pittsburg, Louisville, and Cleveland. 

Mr. POTTER replied. 

On this question tellers were ordered, and Messrs. 
Surpet and Roserts were appointed; and they re- 
ported 68 in the affirmative, and 46 in the negative. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

The next amendment was an additional section 
in relation to the publication of advertisements, being 

roposals for contracts. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved, as an amendment, a pro- 
vision for the payment to purser Zantzinger of the 
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amount of certain stores which he had been directed 
by the commander of the vessel in which he served 
to throw overboard, under circumstances which jus- 
tified the order and the compliance therewith. 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Senate, and it was concurred in—73 in the 
affirmative, and 48 in the negative. 

The committee then rose, and the bills were re- 
ported to the House, and the action of the committee 
was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the fortification 
bill'was'taken up for the consideration of several 
amendments on which the two Houses differed. 

Mr. McKAY made some explanations in relation 
thereto. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House insist on 
their disagreement; and to the amendment of the 
Senate appropriating $80,000 for a sea wall in Bos- 
ton harbor, and to other amendments, ask a com- 
mittee of conference; and moved the previous ques- 
tion, 

After a word from Mr. WINTHROP in reply to 
Mr. McKAY, and some further conversation by 
Messrs. ADAMS, and DROMGOOLE, and the 
SPEAKER, on a point of order, 

‘Mr. MeKAY modified his motion, and moved to 
adhere to the disagreement of the amendment of the 
Senate, and renewed the demand for the previous 
quesfion. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that the House recede, 
(which takes priority of the motion to adhere,) and 
supported his motion in brief remarks. 

r. McKAY moved the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

The main question—being on the motion to re- 
cede—was ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the reading of the 
bill; which was refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion to re- 
cede, the yeas and nays having been asked and or- 
dered, and resulted—yeas 25, nays 88. 

So the House refused to recede. 

Mr. HOLMES moved the reconsideration of the 
vote just taken, and made some remarks in support 
of the motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE made some remarks in oppo- 
sition to the motion, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House; and un- 
der its rae the motion was rejected. 

Mr. McKAY then moved that the House adhere 
to its disagreement, and moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded by the House, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and the question being taken, 
it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 


Mr. McKAY moved that a committee of confer- 
ence be appointed, which was agreed to; and the 
Chair appointed Mr. McKay, Mr. Dromcoore, 
and Mr. &. Davis, on the part of the House. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the naval appro- 

riation bill was once more taken up; and the a 
insisted on its disagreement, and appointed a com- 
mittee of conference on its part. 

On the motion of Mr. McKAY, the army appro- 
priation bill, which had been sent back to the House 
from the Senate, was committed to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and the 
House then resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union thereon, (Mr. 
Boyp in the chair.) 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee concur 
in the amendments of the Senate. 

The question was taken, and the committee con- 
curred in the amendments of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee rose 
and reported its action to the Huuse. 

The question being on agreeing to the report of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, was taken, and the report was agreed to. 

FOREIGN POSTAGE. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called for the considera- 
tion of the bill on the table for the transmission of 
the mail between the United States and foreign 
countries. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS submitted to the cour- 
tesey and justice of the House to go into Committee 
of the Whole to take up private bills which had 
ae the Senate, and been reported on favorably 

y committees of the House. 


POST ROADS. 
The SPEAKER suggested the propriety of taking 


up the bill ropriating for certain routes 
(which had jose oon ances from the cha It 
was a very long bill, and was necessary to be taken 
up immediately. 

The suggestion was acquiesced in, and the bill 
appropriating for certain post roads, was taken up, 
and the amendments of the Senate thereto were read. 

Mr. HOPKINS said there was no objection to the 
amendments of the Senate, except that establishing 
& post route to Oregon. He hoped the question 
would be taken on all except that to Oregon. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the House concur 
in all the amendments. 

Mr. PRATT wished to offer an amendment to 
this amendment. 

The amendments were all concurred in with this 
exception. 

The amendment establishing a post route to Ore- 
gon was concurred in. 

Mr. SLIDELL, at the request of Mr. C. Joun- 
sON, moved to reconsider the vote concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate for a post route to Ore- 


gon. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON briefly expressed the hope 
that it would be reconsidered. It would cost the 
government, he said, $100,000. 

Mr. CROSS opposed the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. HAMMETT was a friend to Oregon—to 
our occupying Oregon; but he believed, in the an- 
nals of legislation, there was nothing more Quixotic 
than this amendment, which had been adopted in 
the Senate contrary to expectation. He hoped, af- 
ter having thrown the department already on the 
treasury, that they would not further burden it in so 
wild a manner. 

{A message was received from the Senate trans- 
mitting certain bills. 

Mr. RATHBUN called for the reading of the 
amendment in question; which was read by the 
Clerk. 

After a word of explanation, showing (as was 
understood ) that the matter was left by this amend- 
ment at the discretion of the Postmaster General— 

Mr. R. moved the previous question; which was 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and, being taken, 
the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. HOPKINS now moved that the House son- 
concur in the amendment. 

The question being taken, the House non-concur- 
red in the amendment. 


FOREIGN POSTAGE. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY repeated his call for the 
consideration of the bill to provide for the transmis- 
sion of the mail between the United States and for- 
eign countries, and for other purposes. 

he amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union were concurred in, and 
the bill was read a third time, and passed. 


REVENUE CUTTERS AND STEAMERS. 


Mr. RAYNER asked if it was not in order to 
call up the bill passed by the Senate, by the consti- 
tutional majority of two-thirds, against the veto of 
the President. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be in order. 

The bill concerning the building of revenue cut- 
ters and steamers (which had been returned to the 
Senate by the President with his objections, and 
which the Senate had — by a two-thirds vote) 
came up, with the objections of the President 
thereto. 

The veto message of the President, and the bill it- 
self, were read. 

The SPEAKER observed that the question be- 
fore the House was, “Shall this bill pass, notwith- 
standing the objections of the President thereto?” 

Mr. BAYLY said that, if the House would give 
him their attention for a few moments, he would 
give them the reasons why this veto was made, and 
satisfy them that this bill ought not to pass. Under 
the law as it at present stood, the President had 
made contracts for building two iron steamers, one 
at Richmond and one at Pittsburg; and the contracts 
having been signed, sealed, and delivered, the con- 
tractors had commenced purchasing materials for 
the work. If this bill passed, it would be a virtual 
repudiation of a solemn contract, which the Presi- 
dent had a right to make, and cause great injury to 
innocent persons, for which they could have no re- 
dress but by petitioning Congress. The steamers 
were mane for the public service, and would have 
to be built, even if this law should pass. Mr. B. 
concluded by moving the previous question, 





—————_—_—_—_—=—- 
° me WM. J. BROWN madea report on enrolled 
ills. 
Mr. RAYNER rose, and was about to address 
the Chair; when 
Mr. BAYLY contended that he had not yieldeg 
the floor, except for the purpose of allowing the 
petoee from Indiana to make a report on enrolled 
ills. 
The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
North Carolina was not entitled to the floor. 
Mr. RAYNER appealed, and on taking the ques. 
tionon the appeal, the decision of the Chair was 
sustained by the House. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Committee of Con. 
ference, appointed to confer witha like committee of 
the Senate, on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses in relation to the amendments to the forti- 
fication bill, reported that the said Committee of 
Conference were unable to agree 

The previous question being seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

The question was taken as the constitution re- 
quires, by yeas and nays, and the roll of the mem- 
bers having been called about half through, 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a question oforder. Poivt- 
ing to the clock, the hand of which was just at ]2, 
he said that it had been stopped for five minutes, 
and that by the constitution the House was ad- 
journed. Lets cries of order, order, and go on, 

0 on. 

Theclerk roceeded. 

Mr. BAYLY again rose; and, amid loud cries of 
order, order, said that he rose to a constitutional! 
question. The hour had passed at which the House 
could constitutionally do business. 

The SPEAKER said he could not entertain any 
motion while the House was dividing, and ordered 
the clerk to proceed. 

The roll Lovie been called over a few names 


more 

Mr. BELSER arrested the call, and said that 12 
o’clock had passed, and that the House could not 
lawfully transact business. [Cries of order, order, 
and go on with the call.]} 

The Clerk then proceeded, and finished calling the 
roll, when the vote was announced by the Chair, 
as yeas 126, nays 31. 

o the SPEAKER announced that the bill was 
passed by the constitutional majority of two-thirds, 
the President’s veto notwithstanding. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, when his name was called, 
answered that he would not vote after 12 o’clock. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON submitted a resolution 
having in view a prospective arrangement of the 
seats of the House of Representatives; but the rules 
were not suspended for its reception. 

Mr. WINTHROP addressed the House in favor 
of the appointment of another committee of con- 
ference on the fortification bill. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped it would not be the 
pleasure of the House to make this proposition. If 
another committee of conference was to be appoint- 
ed, let the —— come from the Senate. 

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous question. 

[Mr. WILLIAM J. BROWN, from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills, reported that the commit- 
tee had found correctly engrossed several bills; 
which received the signature of the Speaker.] 

The previous question was seconded, the main 
question was ordered, and, being taken, was decided 
in the negative—ayes 58, noes 70. So the motion 
of Mr. Wixturor was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY, in order again to bring the two 
Houses together on this unfortunate disagreement, 
moved that the House still further adhere to their 
disagreement with the Senate. 

Mr. HALE moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion out of order. 

The motion was agreed to. 


IOWA AND FLORIDA. 


On motion of Mr. A. V. BROWN, the bill sup- 
lementary to the act to provide for the admission of 
Florida and Iowa into the Union, was taken up. 

The amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union were agreed to. 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. DAVID L. SEYMOUR called for the con- 
sideration of the amendments to a bill for the cor- 
rection of a clerical error in the bill passed for the 
relief of Harvey & Slagg, of New York. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, submitted 
after some conversation, by general consent the re- 
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prts of the eee and of the majority in the case 
if Lieut. McLaughlin were ordered to be printed. 

The amendments of the Senate to the bills for the 
relief of John E. Wright, Eliza Merrell, and Sam- 
uel , were concurred in. 

Mr. ALFRED P. STONE moved a resolution 
for extra pay to messengers. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. WELLER moved that a message be sent to 
the Senate —. that body that this House, 
having disposed of the business before them, was 
ready to adjourn sine die. 

The question being put, . 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WELLER withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HUNT offered a resolution allowing extra 
pay to certain messengers; but objections being 
made, the resolution was not received. 

Several executive communications were presented 
by the Speaker, and laid on the table, and ordered 
to be rinted. 

Mr. WETHERED moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
on private bills: rejected. 

Mr. OWEN moved that the Committee of the 
Whole House be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Seth M. Leav- 
enworth; but the motion was rejected. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, 


Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, informing 
that body that the House having finished the legislative 
business before them, were ready to adjourn. 


Mr. WELLER submitted a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to wait on the President 
of the United States, and inform him that the House 
having finished the legislative business before them, 
were ready to adjourn, provided that he has 
no further communications to make. 

The resolution having been agreed to, Messrs. 
Wetter and WintHRop were appointed. 

Mr. CRANSTON asked leave to present the res- 
olutions of the general assembly of the State of 
Rhode Island, remonstrating against the annexation 
of Texas. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. CRANSTON moved to suspend the rules, 
but the motion was not agreed to. 

A great variety of motions were made, but as ob- 
jection was made in each case, they were not re- 
ceived. 

[t was now nearly two o’clock, and Mr. W. J. 
BROWN reported the last enrolled bill from the 
Committee on Enrolled bills. 


LIGHT HOUSES. 


Mr. SCHENCK, at the special instance of his 
friend from South Carolina from the Charleston 
district, [Mr. Hoxmes,] said he made a motion to 
take up the light-house bill, (laughter. ) 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. PATERSON moved a resolution directing 
the Clerk of the House to procure the quarto edi- 
uon of Lieutenant Wilkes’s Exploring Expedition 
for each congressional district in the United States. 

Mr. P. commenced some remarks in advocacy of 
this resolution, but had not proceeded far, when he 
yielded amia mueh confusion. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. P. moved a suspension of the rules for the 
reception of the resolution. 

On this motion, no quorum voted. 

Mr. P. finally withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. G. W. JONES inquired if the President had 
not signed all the bills presented to him. [Cries of 
“Notall of them.”] There were some he hoped he 
would not sign. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the rules 
to take up the bill for the continuation of the Cum- 
berland road, which had passed the Senate some 
time since. 

Mr. WELLER, from the committee to wait on 
the President of the United States, said they had 
discharged their duty, and that they had been in- 
structed, by the President of the United States, to 
say that he had no further communication to make 
to Congress, and to express to the members of both 
Houses his ardent desire that they might reach their 
respective homes in safety. 

It was now ten minutes past two. 

mi WINTHROP moved that the House adjourn 
sine die. 


The question having been taken, 
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The SPEAKER rose and addressed the House " the Hon. Tuomas Conwi, elected by the legisla- 


as follows: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

The period has arrived which, for the Congress, 
terminates our labors as the representatives of the 
people; and we are very soon to part, it may be to 
meet no more. And before I perform the last of- 
ficial duty of my station, allow me to return to you, 
gentlemen, my sincere thanks for the very ial one 
pression of approbation of my conduct which your 
resolution, just adopted, conveys; and to say, that 
if, in the performance of a high public trust, you, 
with whom it has been my fortune and my pleasure 
to act, have seen anything in my course, as the pre- 
siding officer of this House, to commend, to assure 
you that your approbation of my conduct, the high- 
est reward that a faithful public servant can ever re- 
ceive, affords to me a satisfaction equalled only by 
that | enjoy arising from a consciousness of having 
at all times faithfully, to the best of my poor abili- 
ties, performed every public duty that has ever de- 
volved upon me. 

These duties, always important, always arduous 
and difficult, are often delicate in the extreme; and | 
have sometimes doubted whether the dignity and 
honor of the station, exalted as itis, more than 
compensates for the deep anxiety and care which its 
duties impose. “Its trappings all may see, but its 
anxieties and its trials must be endured to be under- 
stood.” In their discharge 1 may, and doubtless 
have, often erred; but the generous confidence and 
support, the kind indulgence, which you have, un- 
der all circumstances, extended to me, afford the 
surest guaranty that my errors, whatever they may 
have been, have been errors of the head and not of 
the heart; and of this 1 desire no higher evidence 
than is afforded by your resolution, which has been 
this night adopted—a testimonial, gentlemen, that I 
shall lung cherish as one of the most pleasing recol- 
lections of my life. 

It has been been said that the power of legislation 
is the highest trust that man can confide to his fel- 
low-man. If this beso, how strikingly must every 
member of this body be impressed with the in- 
creased magniture of the trust, in view of the mighty 
questions upon which you have been called upon to 
actand to decide. There has, herhaps, been no pe- 


riod in the history of this government, when so many | 


questions of deep and pervading interest have agi- 
tated the public mind, and engaged the deliberations 
of the American Congress. On one extreme of our 
Union an empire has been admitted into this great 
confederacy; in another direction your laws have, 
so far as regards the action of this House, been ex- 
tended beyond the Rocky mountains, reaching to the 
shores of the Pacific; while Florida and Iowa, twin 
sisters, have been admitted into the Union on a 
sroting of perfect equality with their sister States. 
Thus have you enlarged the area of freedom, and 
secured to its inhabitants the blessings of civil lib- 
% and of free government. 

hat these great and agitating questions should 
have been discussed and decided in the spirit of 
entire calmness and moderation, was oan to 
have been expected; and if, in the collisions of dis- 
cussion which heated debate is but too apt to pro- 
duce, “an occasional spark of excitement shall have 
have been struck out,” may not the hope be in- 
dulged ‘‘tiat, like that struck from the flint, it will 
have been extinguished in the moment that gave it 
birth;” and that in this the hour of our separation, it 
will be remembered only to warn us against its re- 
currence in after time? 

May health and happiness attend you through 
life, and may you all return in safety to the circle of 
your friends, and to the bosom of your families. 

It remains for me to announce that this House 
stands adjourned sine die. 


The following notice of a petition, presented to- 
day, was handed to the reporter by the member 
presenting it: 

By Mr. AND. STEWART: The petition of citizens of 
Somerset county, Pennsylvania, for improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers: referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
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THE INAUGURATION, &c. 
IN SENATE. 
Turspay, March 4, 1845. 

At 11 o’clock, a. m., the Hon. WILLIE P. 
MANGUM, President pro tem., of the Senate, call- 
ed the Senate to order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the credentials of 
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ture of Ohio United States senator from that State 
for the term of six years, from the 4th of March, 
1845; and they were read, and laid on the table. 


The following senators elect were then called by 
the President pro tem., and duly sworn senators of 
the United States. for six years from this date: 


Hon. Tuomas H. Benton, re-elected senator from 
Missouri. 

Hon Lewis Cass, elected senator from Michigan, 
in the room of Hon. Augustus 8. Porter, whose 
term expired. 

Hon. Joun M. Curarron, elected senator from 
Delaware, in the room of Hon. R. H. Bayard, 
whose term of service expired. 

Hon. Tuomas Corwin, elected senator from Ohio, 
in the room of Hon. Benjamin Tappan, whose 
term of service expired. 

Hon. WitutaM L. Darton, elected senator from 
New Jersey, his appointment by the governor of 
that State having expired. 

Hon. Dantex 8. Dickinson, elected senator from 
New York, in the room of Hon. Silas Wright, re- 
signed, for residue of Mr. Wright’s term. 

on. Joun Fainriecp, elected senator from 
Maine, his Sony for the previous residue of 
a term expired. 

Hon. Atsert S. Greens, elected senator from 
Rhode Island, in the room of Hon. Joun B. Frax- 
cis, whose term of service under appointment ex- 

ired. 

. Hon. Janez W. Hunrineron, re-elected senator 
from Connecticut. 

Hon. Reverpy Jonnson, elected senator from 
Maryland, in the room of the Hon. William D. 
Merrick, whose term expired. 

Hon. Samvet 8. Pue ps, re-elected senator from 
Vermont. 

Hon. Jesse Speicur, elected senator from Missis- 
sippi, in the room of Hon. John Henderson, whose 
term expired. 


Hon. Danie, Srurceon, re-elected senator from 
Pennsylvania. 


Hon. Danie. Wesster, elected senator from 
Massachusetts, in the room of Hon. Rufus Choate, 
whose term expired. 

The senators then present were, from 

Maine.—Hon. George Evans and Hon. John 
Fairfield. 

New Hampshire—Hon. Chas. G. Atherton and 
Hon. Levi Woodbury. 

Vermont.—Hon. Samuel S. Phelps and Hon. 
Wm. Upham. 

Massachusetts.—Hon. Daniel Webster. 

Rhode Island.—Hon. Albert C. Greene and Hon. 
—— Simmons. 

Connecticut.—Hon. Jabez W. Huntington and 
Hon. John M. Niles. 

New York.—Hon. Daniel S. Dickinson and Hon. 
John A. Dix. 

Pennsylvania.—Hon. James Buchanan and Hon. 
David Sturgeon. 

New Jersey.—Hon. Wm. D. Dayton, and Hon. 
Jacob W. Miller. 

Delaware-—Hon. Thomas Clayton and Hon. J. 
M. Clayton. 

Maryland.—Hon. Reverdy Johnson. 

Virginia.—Hon. Wm. S. Archer. 

North Carolina.—Hon. Wm. H. Haywood and 
Hon. Willie P. Mangum. 

South Carolina.—Hon. Daniel E. Hugor and 
Hon. Geo. McDuffie. 

Georgia.—Hon. John M. Berrien and Hon. Wal- 
ter T. Colquitt. 

Alabama.—Hon. Arthur P. Bagby and Hon. 
Dixon H. Lewis. 

Louisiana.—Hon. Alexander Barrow and Hor. 
wes sigpt- Elon. Jenss Bpsight and Hon. Ret 

ississippi.—Hon. Jesse Speight and Hon. . 
ert J. Walker. ove 
Arkansas.—Hon. Chester Ashley and Hon. Am- 
eons a John J. Crittend d H 
.—Hon. John J. Crittenden an on. 
Jas. T. Morehead. 

Missouri.—Hon. David R. Atchison and Hon. 
Thos. H. Benten. 

Illinois.--Hon. Sidney Breese and Hon. James 
Semple. 

Indiana.—Hon. Edward A. Hann . 

Ohio.—Hon. William Allen and Hon. Thomas 
Corwin. 

Michigan.—Hon. Lewis Cassand Hon. William 
Woodbridge. 


Tennessee.—Hon. Spencer Jarnagin.—47. 
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Two absent, viz: Hon. Isaac C. Bates, of Massa- 
chusetts, and Hon. James A. Pearce, of Maryland. 

Three vacancies, viz: Virginia, Indiana, and Ten- 
nessee. 

There were also present the judges of the Supreme 
Court, in their robes; the members of the ex-cabinet, 
and the diplomatic corps. 

At half-past 11 ootk, the Hon. Grorce M. 
Darras, Vice-President-elect of the United States, 
was introduced by the Committee of Arrangements, 
and, being duly sworn by the Presmwent pro 
tem., took the chair as President of the Senate, pur- 
suant to the constitution of the United States, and 
addressed the Senate as follows: 


Senators: In directing the Vice President to pre- 
side at the delibefations of this body, the constitu- 
tion of our country assigns to hima sphere and a 
duty alike eminent and grateful. Without any of 
the cares of real power; with none of the responsi- 
bilities of legislation, except in rare conjunctures, he 
is associated with the dignified delegates of republi- 
can sovereignues: he is posted by the entire Ameri- 
can people in your confederated council, partly, it 
would seem, as an organ of freedom’s element 
principle of order, and partly, perhaps, as a mere 
symbol of that more popular and “more perfect 
union,” on which depend the blessings of our 
peace, independence, and liberty. His mission, 
tranquiland unimposing, is yet noble in its origin 
and objects, and happy as wel! as proud in its rela- 
tions to you. 

No one, gentlemen, can appreciate more highly, 
or recognise more deferentially, than does the in- 
cumbent of this chair, the powers, privileges, and 
rules or forms of the Senate of the Fnited States. 
To maintain these, unimpaired and unrelaxed, he 
feels to be an officia! duty, second, in impressive ob- 
ligation, only to his constitutional allegiance. To 
their exercise the republic owes incalculable good; 
and through them has been gradually achieved a 
wide-spread fame for wisdom, justice, moderation, 


and efaciency, unsurpassed by any assemblage of 
statesmen in former or present times. A calm and 
well-adjusted system of action in this chamber, care- 


fully devised and steadily pursued by those who have 
preceded us init, has indeed largely contributed to the 
undoubted success of our great political experiment. 
Instability, haste, procrastination, discourtesy, and 
indecision, habitually discountenanced and banished, 
leave, in undisturbed supremacy here, the powers 
of enlightened reason, and the vigor of practical pa- 
triotism. Our country reaps thence solid and sub- 
stantial advantages in her policy, institutions, pros 
pects, and renown. 


The citizen whom it has pleased a people to ele- 
vate by their suffrages from the pursuits of private 
and domestic life, may best evince his grateful sense 
of the honor thus conferred, by devoting his facul- 
ties, moral and intellectual, resolutely to their ser- 
vice. This I shall do; yet with a diffidence 
unavoidable to one conscious that almost every 
step in his appointed path is to him new and 
untried, and sensible how dangerous a contrast must 
occur in the transfer of powers from practised to un- 
practised hands. In observing, however, upon this 
floor, a number of those experienced and skilful 
statesmen on whom the nation justly looks with 
pride and reliance, ! am assured that there can 
be but little danger of public disadvantage 
from inadvertencies or mistakes, which their 
counsel may readily avert or rectify. And thus, 
gentlemen, while aiming, frankly and impar- 
tially, to exercise the functions of an unaccustomed 
station in the spirit of the constitution, for the en- 
larged and lasting purposes of a revered country, 
and with sincere good will towards all, I may cher- 
ish the encouraging hope of being able, with the as- 
sent of an indulgent Providence, at once to perform 
my duty and to attract your confidence. 


At forty minutes past 11 o'clock, the Hon. James 
K. Pork, President elect of the United States, ac- 
companied by the ex-President of the United States, 
the Hon. Joun Tyrer, was introduced by the com- 
mittee of arrangements, and, having bowed to the 
assembled Senate, took his seat in front of the desk of 
the Secretary of the Senate. 


At five minutes before 12 o’clock, the assistant 
sergeant-atarms of the Senate named the order of 
procession from the Senate Chamber to the platform 
atthe east front of the Capitol, and the procession 
formed and proceeded accordingly, as follows: 

The Marshal of the District of Columbia; 

The Supreme Court of the United States; 
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The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate; 

The Committee of Arrangements; 

The President elect, ex-Presidents, the Vice Pres- 
ident, and Secretary of the Senate; 

The members of the Senate; 

The Diplomatic Corps; 

The Mayors of Washington, Georgetown, and 
Alexandria, and the other persons before admitted on 
the floor of the Senate. 

On reaching the front of the portico, the President 
elect and Chief Justice took the seats provided 
for them; 

The ex-Presidents, the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, 
occupied a position several feet in the rear of the 
President elect. 

The Vice President, Secretary, and Members of 
the Senate, occupied parallel lines next in rear. 

The Diplomatic Corps occupied the next posi- 
tion; and the space immediately in their rear was as- 
signed to the late Speaker, Clerk, and Members of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. 

The Ladies, and such persons as, by the rules of 
the Senate and arrangements of the committee, were 
admitted within the Senate chamber, occupied the 
steps and the residue of the portico. 

The Present elect then read the following 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


Fe.tow-citizens: Without solicitation on my 
part, | have been chosen by the free and voluntary 
suffrages of my countrymen to the most honorable 
and most responsible office on earth. 1am deeply 
impressed with gratitude for the confidence reposed 
in me. Honored with this distinguished considera- 
tion at an earlier period of life than any of my pre- 
decessors, I cannot disguise the diffidence with 
which I am about to enter on the discharge of my 
official duties. 

If the more aged and experienced men who have 
filled the office of President of the United States, 
even in the infancy of the republic, distrusted their 
ability to discharge the duties of that exalted station, 
what ought not to be the apprehensions of one so 
much younger and less endowed, now that our do- 
main extends from ocean to ocean, that our peo- 
ple have so greatly increased in numbers, and at a 
time when so great diversity of opinion prevails in 
regard to the principles and policy which should 
characterize the administration of our government? 
Well may the boldest fear, and the wisest tremble, 
when incurring responsibilities on which may de- 
pend our country’s peace and prosperity, and, in 
some degree, the hopes and happiness of the whole 
human family. 

In assuming responsibilities so vast, I fervently 
invoke the aid of that Almighty Ruler of the uni- 
verse, in whose hands are the destinies of nations 
and of men, to guard this heaven-favored land 
against the mischiefs which, without His guidance, 
might arise from an unwise public policy. With a 
fircn reliance upon the wisdom of Omnipotence to 
sustain and direct me in the path of duty which | 
am appointed to pursue, I stand in the presence of 
this assembled multitude of my countrymen, to take 
upon myself the selemn obligation, ‘‘to the best of 
my ability, to preserve, protect, and defend the con- 
stitution of the United States.” 

A concise enumeration of the principles which 
will guide me in the admunistrative policy of the 
government, is not only in accordance with the ex- 
amples set me by all my predecessors, but is emi- 
nently befitting the occasion. 

The constitution itself, plainly written as it is, 
the safeguard of our federative compact, the off- 
spring of concession and compromise, binding to- 
gether in the bonds of peace and union this great 
and increasing family of free and independent 
States, will be the chart by which I shall be di- 
rected. 

It will be my first care to administer the govern- 
ment in the true spirit of that instrument, and to as- 
sume no powers not expressly granted or clearl 
implied in its terms. The government of the Uni- 
ted States is one of delegaied and limited powers; 
and it is by a strict adherence to the clearly granted 
powers, and by abstaining from the exercise of 
doubtful or unauthorized implied powers, that we 
nave the only sure guaranty against the recurrence 
of those unfortunate collisions between the federal 
and State authorities, which have occasionally so 
much disturbed the harmony of our system, and 
= threatened the perpetuity of our glorious 

nion. 


“To the States respectively, or to the people,” 


have been reserved “‘the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the constitution, nor prohibited by 
it to the States.” Each State is a complete sover- 
eignty within the sphere of its reserved powers. 
The government of the Union, acting within the 
sphere of its delegated authority, is also a complete 
sovereignty. While the general government should 
abstain from the exercise of authority not clearly 
delegated to it, the States should be equally carefy| 
that, in the maintenance of their rights, they do 
not overstep the limits of powers reserved to them. 
One of the most distinguished of my predecessors 
attached deserved importance to “the support of the 
State governments in all their rights, as the most 
competent administration for our domestic concerns, 
and the surest bulwark against anti-republican ten- 
dencies;” and to the eee of the general 
government in its whole constitutional viger, as the 
sheet-anchor of our peace at home, and safety 
abroad.” 

To the government of the United States has been 
intrusted the exclusive management of our foreign 
affairs. Beyond that, it wields a few general enu- 
merated powers. It does not force reform on the 
States. It leaves individuals, over whom it casts 
its protecting influence, entirely free to improve 
their own condition by the legitimate exercise of all 
their mental and physical powers. It is a common 
protector of each and all the States; of every man 
who lives upon our soil, whether of native or foreign 
birth; of every religious sect, in their worship of the 
Almighty according to the dictates of their own con- 
science; of every shade of opinion, and the most 
free inquiry; of every art, trade, and occupation, 
consistent with the laws of the States. And we re- 
joice in the general happiness, prosperity, and ad- 
vancement of our country, which have been the off- 
spring of freedom, and not of power. 

This most admirable and wisest system of well 
regulated self-government among men, ever devised 
by human minds, has been tested by its successful! 
operation for more than half a century; and, if pre- 
served from the usurpations of the federal govern- 
ment on the one hand, and the exercise by the States 
of powers not reserved to them on the other, will, | 
fervently hope and believe, endure for ages to come, 
and dispense the blessings of civil and religious lib- 
erty to distant generations. ‘To effect objects so 
dear to every patriot, 1 shall devote myself with 
anxious solicitude. It will be my desire to guard 
against that most fruitful source of danger to the 
harmonious action of our system, which consists in 
substituting the mere discretion and caprice of the 
executive, or of majorities in the legislative depart- 
ment of the government, for powers which have 
been withheld from the federal government by the 
constitution. By the theory of our government, 
majorities rule; but this right is not an arbitrary or 
unlimited one. It is a right to be exercised in sub- 
ordination to the constitution, and in conformity to 
it. One great object of the constitution was to re- 
strain majorities from oppressing minorities, or en- 
croaching upon their just rights. Minorities have 
aright to appeal to the constitution, as a shield 
against such oppression. 

That the blessings of liberty which our constitu- 
tion secures may be enjoyed alike by minorities 
and majorities, the executive has been wisely in- 
vested with a qualified veto upon the acts of the 
legislature. It is a negative power, and is conserva- 
tive in its character. It arrests for the time hasty, 
inconsiderate, or unconstitutional legislation; invites 
reconsideration, and transfers questions at issue be- 
tween the legislative and executive departments: to 
the tribunal of the people. Like all other powers, 
it is subject to be abused. When judiciously and 
properly exercised, the constitution itself may be 
saved from infraction, and the rights ofall preserved 
and protected. 

The inestimable value of our federal Union is felt 
and acknowledged by all. By this system of uni- 
ted and confederated States, our people are per- 
mitted, collectively and individually, to seek their 
own happiness in their own way; and the conse- 

uences have been most auspicious. Since the 

nion was formed, the number of the States has 
increased from thirteen to twenty-eight; two of these 
have taken their position as members of the confed- 
eracy within the last week. Our population has 
increased from three to twenty millions. New com- 
munities and States are weking protection under 
its egis, and multitudes from the Old World are 
flocking to our shores to participate in its blessings. 
Beneath its benign sway, peace and prosperity pre- 
vail. Freed from the burdens and miseries of war, 
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our trade and intercourse have extended throughout 
the world. Mind, no longer tasked in devising 
means to accomplish or resist schemes of ambition, 
usurpation, or conquest, is devoting itself to man’s 
true interests, in developing his faculties and pow- 
ers, and the capacity of nature to minister to his en- 
joyments. Genius is free to announce its inven- 
tions and discoveries; and the hand is free to accom- 

lish whatever the head conceives, not incompatible 
with the rights of a fellow-being. All distinctions 
of birth or rank have been abolished. All citizens, 
whether native or adopted,are placed upon ternia 
of precise equality. All are entitled to equal 
rights and equal protection. No union exists 
between church and State; and perfect freedom 
of opinion is guarantied to all sects and creeds. 

These are some of the blessings secured to our 
happy land by our federal Union. To perpetuate 
them, it is our sacred duty to preserve it. Who 
shall assign limits to the achievements of free minds 
and free hands, under the protection of this glorious 
Union? No treason to mankind since the organiza- 
tion of society, would be equal in atrocity to that 
of him who would lift his hand to destroy it. He 
would overthrow the noblest structure of human 
wisdom, which protects himself and his fellow-man. 
He would stop the progress of free government, and 
involve his country either in anarchy or despotism. 
He would extinguish the fire of liberty which warms 
and animates the hearts of happy millions, and in- 
vites all the nations of the ae 
ample. If he say that error and wrong are commit- 
ted in the administration of the government, let him 
remember that nothing human can be perfect; and 
that under no other system of government revealed 
by Heaven, or devised by man, has reason been al- 
lowed so free and broad a scope to combat error. 
Has the sword of despots proved to be a safer or 
surer instrument of reform in government, than en- 
lightened reason? Does he expect to find among 
the ruins of this Umon a happier abode for our 
swarming millions than they now have under it? 
Every lover of his country must shudder at the 
thought ef the possibility of its dissolution, and will 
be ready to adopt the patriotic sentiment, ‘Our fed- 
eral Union—it must be preserved.” To preserve it, 
the compromises which alone enabled our fathers 
to form a common constitution for the government 
and protection of so many States and distinct com- 
munities, of such diversified habits, interests, and 
domestic institutions, must be sacredly and religi- 
ously observed. Any attempt to disturb or destroy 
these compromises, being terms of the compact of 
Union, can lead to none other than the most ruinous 
and disastrous consequences. 

Itisa source ofdeep regret that, in some sec- 
tions of our country, misguided persons have occa- 
sionally indulged in schemes and agitations, whose 
object is the destruction of domestic institutions ex- 
isting in other sections—institutions which existed 
at the adoption of the constitution, and were recog- 
nised and protected by it. All must see that if it were 
possible for them to be successful in attaining their 
object, the dissolution of the Union, and the conse- 
quent destruction of our happy form of government, 
must speedily follow. 

_ | am happy to believe that at every period of our 
existence as a nation, there has existed, and con- 
tinues to exist, among the great mass of our people, 
adevotion to the Union of the States, which will 
shield and protect it against the moral treason of 
any who would seriously contemplate its destruc- 
tion. To secure a continuance of that devotion, the 
compromises of the constitution must not only be 
preserved, but sectional jealousies and heartburn- 
ings must be discountenanced; and all should re- 
member that they are members of the same political 
family, having a common destiny. To increase the 
attachment of our people tothe Union, our laws 
should be just. Any policy which shall tend to 
favor monopolies, or the peculiar interests of sec- 
tions or classes, must operate to the prejudice of 
the interests of their fellow-citizens, and should be 
avoided. If the compromises of the constitution be 
preserved,—if sectional jealousies and heart-burn- 
ings be discountenanced,—if our laws be just, and 
the government be practically administered strictly 
within the limits of power prescribed to it,—we may 
a all apprehensions for the safety of the 
non. 

With these views of the nature, character, and ob- 
jects of the government, and the value of the Union, 
I shall steadily oppose the creation of those institu- 
tions and systems which, in their nature, tend to 
pervert it from its legitimate purposes, and make it 
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We need no national banks, or other extraneous in- 


| stitutions, a around the government to control 


or strengthen it in opposition to the will of its 
authors. Experience on taught us how unneces- 
sary they are as auxiliaries of the public authorities, 
— impotent for good, and how powerful for mis- 
chief. 

Ours was was intended to be a plain and frugal 
government; and I shall regard it to be my duty to 
recommend to Congress, and, as far as the execu- 
tive is concerned, to enforce by all the means within 
my power, the strictest economy in the expenditure 
of the = money, which may be compatible with 
the public interests. 

A national debt has become almost an institution 
of European monarchies. It is viewed in some of 
them as an essential prop to existing governments. 
Melancholy is the condition of that people whose 
government can be sustained only by a system which 
periodically transfers Jarge amounts from the labors 
of the many to the coffers of the few. Such a sys- 
tem is incompatible with the ends for which our re- 
publican government was instituted. Under a wise 
policy, the debts contracted in our revolution, and 
during the war of 1812, have been happily extin- 
guished. By a judicious application of the revenues 
not required for other necessary purposes, it is not 
doubted that the debt which has grown out of the 
circumstances of the iast few years may be speedily 
paid off. 

I congratulate my fellow-citizens on the entire 
restoration of the credit of the general government of 
the Union, and that of many of the States. Happy 
would it be for the indebted States if they were 
freed from their liabilities, many of which were in- 
cautiously contracted. Although the government 
of the Union is neither in a legal nor a moral sense 
bound for the debts of the States, and it would be a 
violation of our compact of Union to assume them, 
yet we cannot but feel a deep interest in seeing all 
the States meet their public liabilities, and pay off | 
their just debts, at the earliest practicable period. 
That they will do so, as soon as it can be done with- 
out imposing too heavy burdens on their citizens, 
there is no reason to doubt. Thesound, moral, and 
honorable feeling of the people of the indebted 
States, cannot be questioned; and we are happy to 
perceive a settled disposition on their part, as their 
ability returns, after a season of unexampled pecu- 
niary embarrassment, to pay off all just demands, 
and to acquiesce in any reasonable measures to ac- 
complish that object. 

One of the difficulties which we have had to en- 
counter in the practical administration of the gov- 
ernment, consists in the adjustment of our revenue 
laws, and the levy of the taxes necessary for the 
supportof government. In the general proposition, 
that no more money shall be collected than the ne- 
cessities of an economical administration shall re- 
a, all parties seem to acquiesce. Nor does 
there seem to be any material difference of opinion 
as to the absence of right in the government to tax 
one section of country, or one class of citizens, or 
one occupation, for the mere profit of another. 
“Justice and sound policy forbid the federal gov- 
ernment to foster one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another, or to cherish the interests 
of one portion to the injury of another portion of 
our common country.” I have heretofore declared 
to my fellow-citizens that, in “my judgment, it is 
the duty of the government to extend, as far as it 
may be practicable to do so, by its revenue laws, 
and all other means within its power, fair and juat 

rotection to all the great interests of the whole 
nion, embracing agriculture, manufactures, the 
mechanic arts, commerce, and navigation.” Ihave 
also declared my opinion to be “in favor of a tariff 
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duties for reve- 
enue, it is doubtless proper to make such discrimi- 
nations within the revenue principle, us will afford 
incidental protection to our home interests. Within 
the revenue limit, there is a discretion to discrimi- 
nate; beyond that limit, the rightful exercise of the 
power is not conceded. The incidental protection 
afforded to our home interests by discrimina- 
tions within the revenue range, it is believed will 
be ample. In making discriminations, all our home 
interests should, as far as practicable, be equally 
protected. The largest portion of our people are 
agriculturists. Others are employed in manufac- 
tures, commerce, navigation, and the mechanic arts. 
They are all engaged in their respective pursuits, 
and their joint labors constitute the national or 
home industry. To tax one branch of this home 
industry for the benefit of another would be un- 
just. No one of these interests can ene clam 
an advantage over the others, or to be enriched by 
impoverishing the others. All are equally entitled to 
the fostering care and protection of the government. 
In exercising a sound discretion in levying discrimi- 
nating duties within the limit prescribed, care should 
be takem that it be done in a manner not to benefit 
the wealthy few, at the expense of the toiling mil- 
lions, by taxing lowest the luxuries of life, or arti- 
cles of superior quality and high price, which can 
only be consumed by the wealthy; and highest the 
necessaries of life, or articles of coarse quality and 
low price, which the poor and great mass of our 
people must consume. The burdens of govern- 
ment should, as far as practicable, be distributed 
justly and equally among all classes of our popula- 
tion. These general views, long entertained on this 
subject, I have leemed it proper to reiterate. Itisa 
subject upor which conflicting interests of sections 
and occupations sre supposed to exist, and a spirit 
of mutual concession and compromise in adjusting 
its details should be cherished by every pari of our 
wide-spread country as the only means of pre- 
serving harmony and a cheerful acquiescence of all 
in the operation of our revenue laws. Our patriotic 
citizens in every part of the Union will readily sub- 
mit to the payment of such taxes as shall be needed 
for the support of their government, whether in 
peace or in war, if they are so levied as to distribute 
the burdens as equally as possible among them. 
The republic of Texas has made known her de- 
sire to come into our Union, to form a part of our 
confederacy, and enjoy with us the blessings of lib- 
erty, secured and guarantied by our constitution. 
Texas was once a part of our country—was un- 
wisely ceded away toa foreign power—is now inde- 
pendent, and possesses an undoubted right to dis- 
pose of a part or the whole of her territory, and to 
merge her sovereignty, as a separate and independ- 
ent State, in ours. I congratulate my country that, 
by an act of the late Congress of the United States, 
the assent of this government has been given to the 
reunion; and it only remains for the two countries to 


|| agree upon the terms, to consummate an object so 


important to both. 

regard the question of annexation as belonging 
exclusively to thé United States and Texas. They 
are independent powers, competent to contract; and 
foreign nations have no right to interfere with them, 
or to take exceptions to their reunion. Foreign pow- 


| ers do not seem to appreciate the true character of 


our government. Our Union is a confederation of 


| independent States, whose _ is peace with each 
a 


for revenue,” and that, ‘tin adjusting the details of || 


such a tariff, I have sanctioned such moderate dis- 
criminating duties as would produce the amount of 
revenue needed, and, at the same time, afford reai 
sonable incidental protection to our home industry;” 
and that I was “opposed to a tariff for protection 
merely, and not for revenue.” 

The power “to lay and collect duties, imposts 
and excises,” was an indispensable one to be con- 
ferred on the federal government, which, without it, 
would possess no means of providing for its own 
support. In executing this power by levying a 
tariff of duties for the support of government, the 
raising of revenue should be the object, and protection 
the incident. To reverse this principle, and make 
protection the object, and revenue the incident, would 
be to inflict manifest injustice upon all other than | 
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other and all the world. ‘To enlarge its limits, is to 
extend the dominions of peace over additional terri- 
tories, and increasing millions. The world has 
nothing to fear from military ambition in our gov- 
ernment. While the chief magistrate and the popu- 
lar branch of Congress are elected for short terms 
by the suffrages of those millions who must, in their 
own persons, bear all the burdens and miseries of 
war, our government cannot be otherwise than pa- 
cific. Foreign powers should, therefore, look on 
the annexation of Texas to the United States, not 
as the conquest of a nation seeking to extend her 
dominions by arms and violence, but as the peace- 
ful acquisition of a territory once her own, by ad- 
ding another member to our confederation with the 
consent of that member—thereby diminishing the 
chances of war, and opening to them new and ever- 
increasing markets for their products. 

To Texas, the reunion is important, because the 
strong protecting arm of our government would be 
extended over her, and the vast resources of her 
fertile soil and genial climate would be speedily 
developed; while the safety of New Orleans and 
of our whole southwestern frontier against hostile 
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sparen. as well as the interests of the whole 
nion, would be promoted by it. 

In the earlier stages of our natienal existence, the 
opinion prevailed with some, that our system of 
cenfederated States could not operate successfully 
over an extended territory, and serious objections 
have, at different times, been made to the enlarge- 
ment of our boundaries. These objections were 
earnestly urged when we acquired Louisiana. Ex- 
perience has shown that they were not well found- 
ed. The title of numerous Indian tribes to vast 
tracts of country has been extinguished. New 
States have been admitted into the Union. New 
Territories have been created, and our jurisdiction 
and laws extended over them. As our population 
has expanded, the Union has been cemented and 
strengthened. As our boundaries have been en- 
larged, and our agricultural population has been 
spread over a large surface, our federative system 
has acquired additional st and security. It 
may well be doubted whether it would not be in 
greater danger of overthrow, if our present popula- 
tion were confined to the comparatively narrow limits 
of the original thirteen States, than it is, now that 
they are sparsely settled over a more expanded ter- 
ritory. Itis confidently believed that our system 
rnay be safely extended to the utmost bounds of our 
territorial limits; and that, as it shall be extended 
the bonds of our Union, so far from being weakened, 
will become stronger. 

None can fail to see the danger to our safety and 
future peace, if Texas remains an independent State, 
or becomes an ally or dependency of some foreign 
nation more powerful than herself. Is there one 
among our citizens who would not prefer perpetual 
peace with Texas, to occasional wars, which so of- 
ten occur between bordering independent nations? 
Is there one who would not prefer free intercourse 
with her, to high duties on all our products and 
manufactures which enter her ports or cross her 
frontiers? Is there one who would not prefer an un- 
restricted communication with her citizens, to the 
frontier obstructions which must occur if she re- 
mains out of the Union? Whatever is good or evil 


‘in the local institutions of Texas, will remaim her 


own, whether annexed to the United States or not. 
None of the present States will be responsible for 
them, any more than they are for the local institu- 
tions of each other. They have confederated to- 
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gether for certain specified objects. Upon the same 
principle that they would refuse to pid a perpetual 
union with Texas because of her local institutions, 
our forefathers would have been prevented from 
forming our Pana Union? Perceiving no valid 
objection to the measure, and many reasons for its 
adoption, vitally affecting the peace, the safety, and 
the p rity of both countries, I shall, on the 
broad principle which formed the basis and pro- 
duced the adoption of our constitution, and not in 
any narrow spirit of sectional policy, endeavor, by 
all constitutional, honorable, and appropriate means, 
to consummate the expressed will of the people and 
gouernment of the United States, by the reannexa- 
tion of Texas to our Union at the earliest practica- 
ble period. 

Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to as- 
sert and maintain, by all constitutional means, the 
right of the United States to that portion of our 
territory which lies beyond the Rocky mountains. 
Our title to the country of the Oregon is “clear 
and unquestionable;” and already are our people 
preparing to perfect that title by occupying it with 
their wives and children. But eighty a ago, our 
population was confined on the west by the ridge of 
the Alleghanies. Within that riod—within 
the lifetime, I might say, of some of my hearers— 
our people, increasing to many millions, have filled 
the eastern valley of the ae adventurously 
ascended the Missouri to its head springs; and are 
already engaged in establishing the blessings of self- 
government in valleys, of which the rivers flow to 
the Pacific. The world beholds the peaceful tri- 
umphs of the industry of our emigrants. To us be- 
longs the duty of protecting them adequately where- 
ever they may be upon our soil. The jurisdiction 
of our laws, and the benefits of our republican insti- 
tutions, should be extended over them in the distant 
regions which they have selected for their homes. 


| The increasing facilities of intercourse will easily 
| bring the States, of which the formation in that 
| of our territory cannot be long delayed, within the 


sphere of our federative Union. In the mean time, 


| every obligation sehen by treaty or conventional 
Id 


stipulations shou sacredly respected. 

n the management of our foreign relations, it 
will be my aim to observe a careful respect for the 
rights of other nations, while our own will be the 
subject of constant watchfulness. Equal and exact 
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| rigid accountability be required 


justice should characterize all our iatercourse wi 
foreign countries. All alliances having # tendon’ 
to jeopard the welfare and honor of our cow or 
sacrifice any one of the national interests, will be 
studiously avoided; and yet no opportnnity will be 
lost to cultivate a favorable understanding with for. 
eign governments, by which our navigation and 
commerce may be extended, and the ample prod. 
ucts of our fertile soil, as well as the manufactures 
of our skillful artisans, find a ready market and re. 
munerating prices in foreign countries. 

In taking “‘care that the laws be faithfully exe. 
cuted,” a strict performance of duty will be exacted 
from all public officers. From those officers, espe- 
cially, who are charged with the collection and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue, will prompt and 
j Any cu pable 
failure or delay on their part to account for the 
moneys intrusted to them, at the times and in the 
manuer required by law, will, in every instance, ter- 
minate the official connection of such defaulting of. 
oo o vernment. 

ough, in our country, the chief magistra 
must almost of necessity be chosen by a eg aa 
stand pledged to its principles and measures, yet 
in his official action, he should not be the President 
of a part only, but of the whole se of the United 
States. While he executes the laws with an impar- 
tial hand, shrinks from no proper responsibility 
and faithfully carries out in the executive depart. 
ment of the government the principles and polic 
of those who have chosen him, he should not be un- 
mindful that our fellow-citizens who have differed 
with him in opinion are entitled to the full and free 
exercise of their opinions and judgments, and that 
the rights of all are entitled to respect and regard. 

Confidently relying upon the aid and assistance 
of the co-ordinate departments of the government in 
conducting our public affairs, 1 enter upon the dis- 
charge of the high duties which have been assigned 
me by the people, again humbly supplicating that 
Divine Being who has watched over and protected 
our beloved country from its infancy to the present 
hour, to continue His gracious benedictions upon 
us, that we may continue to be a prosperous and 
happy people. 

On the conclusion of the address, the oath of office 
was administered to the President of the United 
States by the Chief Justice. 


3G» The Index to the present volume will be made out and sent to subscribers in a few weeks.£% 
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